
Cleveland City Council 
Meeting Agenda 

Monday, January 13, 2025 - 6:30 P.M. 
Cleveland Community Center/Police Department 

342 Campbell Street, Cleveland, GA 

1. Call to Order

2. Invocation – Lead Pastor Patrick Ballington, The Bridge Church, and White
County Ministerial Alliance

3. Pledge of Allegiance

4. Approve Agenda

DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

5. Economic Development and Planning – Director Tom O’Bryant
• December 2024 Report

6. Finance – Director John Solmon
• November 2024 Report

7. Fire Department – Chief Ricky Pruitt
• December 2024 Report

8. Police Department - Chief Jeff Shoemaker
• December 2024 Report

9. Public Works Department – Public Works Director Ricky Hunt
• December 2024 Report

10. Water Resources – Water Resources Director Andrea Smith
• December 2024 Report

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

11. Second Public Hearing and Consideration – Resolution 2025-06 - New Charter



OLD BUSINESS 

12. Resolution 2025-07 extending the 6-month Moratorium on Vape Shops 
September 30, 2025

13. Second Reading and Consideration - Resolution 2025-01 - Amending the 
Alcoholic Beverage Ordinance - Downtown Economic District

14. Resolution 2025-00 - Setting 2025 Annual Appointments (tabled at the January 
6, 2025 Council Meeting)

NEW BUSINESS 

15. Resolution 2025-03 setting Qualifying Fees and Call for Election

16. Applications for the Fiscal Year 2025 LMIG Program.   Please remember to apply
for your Fiscal Year 2025 LMIG Grant before the February 1, 2025, deadline.

17. Resolution 2025-08 – Reorganization and Composition of the Planning and
Zoning Commission

18. Approval of Meeting/Called Meeting Minutes
• January 6, 2025 Meeting Minutes

19. Approval of Executive Session Minutes
• January 6, 2025, Executive Session

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR KEVIN HARRIS 

CITY ATTORNEY KEITH WHITAKER 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

20. Upcoming Calendar items
• The next City Council Meeting will be held on Monday, February 3, 2025,

at 6:30 p.m. at the Oak Springs Community Center/Police Department
• City of Cleveland Offices will be closed on Monday, January 20, 2025 in

observance of the Martin Luther King Jr. Day Holiday

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

ADJOURN 



CITY OF CLEVELAND 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING REPORT/ACTVITY 

December 2024 

ACTIVITY (SIGNIFICANT)  

Occupational License   5 (Los Cerritos, Booth Enterprises, Quick Mart) 

Building Permits   3 (residential remodels)  

Building Inspections   12 (Tipsy Tomato, Oak Springs Cottages, Fire Station, Atlanta Hardwoods) 

Sign Permits    2 (Big Basket Foods, Circle K) 

Plan Review   2 (Cleveland Dental GDOT, Soaring Therapy) 

Current Commercial Activity   6 (6 Courthouse Sq., Cleveland General Store, 5 E Jarrard St, 
 6 W. Jarrard, Atlanta Hardwoods) 

Development Inquiry    4 (Vertical Earth, Cook Residential, Metro Brokers JLL, Cowart   
Construction LLC) 

Grant Applications and Administration 

FEMA Civil Rights Policy Training for awarded projects. Preparation of Citizens Civil Right Policy 
for the city. 

EDA site certification by Mayor and City Attorney. 

Update of city SAMS (US System for Award Management) registration for all federal funds 
received and future applications.  Continuance of existing UIE number assigned to city.   

Infrastructure and Planning 

Amend alcohol ordinance to update/replace the inside square area with the Downtown 
Economic District. 

Continued training for Placer.ai, new platform and data for commercial recruitment and 
planning. 

Open records request for 243 South Main Street. 

Submitted LMIG reports to GDOT for FY22-24 funding. 



City of Cleveland

Monthly Financial Report

Period Ending November 2024



General Fund Summary

November 2024 FY 2025 YTD November 2023 FY 2024 YTD

Revenues 587,416 2,005,590 494,436 1,820,369 

Expenditures 411,932 1,845,615 362,644 1,806,312 

Net Income (Loss) 175,484 159,975 131,792 14,058 



General Fund – Revenue 
Comparison

FY 2025 FY 2024

Revenue
November 

2024 Year to Date Budget
% of 

Budget Revenue
November 

2023 Year to Date Budget
% of 

Budget

Taxes 484,225 1,596,857 3,207,377 50% Taxes 416,912 1,503,380 3,071,175 49%

Licenses and Permits 45,738 91,505 121,000 76% Licenses and Permits 28,170 65,834 157,000 42%
Intergovernmental 
Revenues 3,996 17,656 141,955 12%

Intergovernmental 
Revenues 2,855 12,259 137,200 9%

Charges for Services 38,326 184,335 456,550 40% Charges for Services 35,077 175,793 426,050 41%

Fines and Forfeitures 7,417 43,962 67,550 65% Fines and Forfeitures 3,051 34,156 67,550 51%

Investment Income 3,498 14,247 30,000 47% Investment Income 2,454 9,330 14,000 67%

Miscellaneous Revenue 713 6,562 17,000 39% Miscellaneous Revenue 1,606 12,129 90,000 13%

Other Financing Sources 3,504 50,467 756,345 7% Other Financing Sources 4,311 7,489 535,666 1%

Totals 587,416 2,005,590 4,797,777 42% Totals 494,436 1,820,369 4,498,641 40%



LOST 
COLLECTION 
TRENDS

Month FY 2023 FY 2024 FY 2025

% 

Change 

from PY

July 144,331.92 159,421.43 150,894.61 -5.3%

August 123,607.67 133,107.82 135,069.17 1.5%

September 127,079.53 135,493.23 122,372.18 -9.7%

October 144,680.21 141,910.18 157,707.61 11.1%

November 127,489.65 134,455.49 142,693.61 6.3%

December 141,286.33 145,716.69 0.00 0.0%

January 108,329.22 111,184.58 0.00 0.0%

February 106,394.73 115,987.89 0.00 0.0%

March 121,834.41 123,848.47 0.00 0.0%

April 120,805.28 121,609.50 0.00 0.0%

May 128,548.93 134,105.56 0.00 0.0%

June 137,994.37 144,554.30 0.00 0.0%

1,532,382.25 1,601,395.14 708,737.18



SPLOST 
COLLECTION 
TRENDS

Month FY 2023 FY 2024 FY2025

% Change 

from PY

July 142,889.20 156,255.26 149,386.65 -4.40%

August 122,241.93 131,606.73 133,717.27 1.60%

September 124,740.19 134,138.57 121,167.39 -9.67%

October 143,341.05 140,492.34 156,130.37 11.13%

November 127,709.99 133,067.23 141,615.74 6.42%

December 138,996.27 144,258.35 0.00 0.00%

January 107,505.27 110,073.97 0.00 0.00%

February 105,342.83 116,926.59 0.00 0.00%

March 123,238.65 120,511.80 0.00 0.00%

April 119,711.36 120,394.50 0.00 0.00%

May 127,389.82 132,764.06 0.00 0.00%

June 136,841.47 143,109.95 0.00 0.00%

1,519,948.03 1,583,599.35 702,017.42



General Fund – Expenditure 
Comparison

FY 2025 FY 2024

Department November 2024 Year to Date Budget 
% of 

Budget Department November 2023 Year to Date Budget 
% of 

Budget

Administration 126,127 531,298 1,302,288 41% Administration 103,027 501,398 1,208,820 41%

Shop 7,276 35,053 95,715 37% Shop 6,077 32,360 91,530 35%

Police 173,579 781,352 2,021,976 39% Police 161,269 775,967 1,940,495 40%

City Court 16,363 66,772 168,939 40% City Court 13,294 65,237 165,245 39%

Fire 50,910 229,836 647,223 36% Fire 41,238 244,614 575,631 42%

Streets 8,458 43,206 154,407 28% Streets 6,026 33,718 150,780 22%

Sanitation 28,027 154,591 387,129 40% Sanitation 30,317 150,545 346,540 43%

City Park 1,190 3,508 20,100 17% City Park 1,395 2,472 19,600 13%

Totals 411,932 1,845,616 4,797,777 38% Totals 362,644 1,806,312 4,498,641 40%



General Fund –
Expenditures By 
Department 
November
2024 Administration

31%
Shop
2%

Police
42%

City Court
4%

Fire 
12%

Streets
2%

Sanitation
7%



Water and Sewer Fund Summary

November 2024 FY 2025 YTD November 2023 FY 2024 YTD

Revenues 239,540 1,201,478 228,257 1,614,158 

Expenses 201,102 1,112,197 169,267 1,019,155 

Net Income (Loss) 38,438 89,281 58,990 595,003 



Water and Sewer Fund –
Revenue Comparison

FY 2025 FY 2024

Revenue
November 

2024
Year to 

Date Budget
% of 

Budget Revenue
November 

2023
Year to 

Date Budget
% of 

Budget

Charges for Services 229,558 1,143,535 2,584,864 44% Charges for Services 215,967 1,203,185 2,436,600 49%

Investment Income 9,957 56,733 80,000 71% Investment Income 12,160 60,253 70,000 86%

Miscellaneous 
Revenue 25 1,210 2,000 61%

Miscellaneous 
Revenue 130 721 32,000 2%

Other Financing 
Sources - - 400,000 0%

Other Financing 
Sources - 350,000 429,940 81%

Intergovernmental 
Revenues - - 0%

Intergovernmental 
Revenues - - 0%

Totals 239,540 1,201,478 3,066,864 39% Totals 228,257 1,614,158 2,968,540 54%



Water and Sewer Fund – Expense Comparison

FY 2025 FY 2024

Expense
November 

2024
Year to 

Date Budget
% of 

Budget Expense
November 

2023
Year to 

Date Budget
% of 

Budget

Water 129,218 761,690 1,974,081 39% Water 96,718 679,044 1,851,290 37%

Sewer 71,884 350,507 1,092,783 32% Sewer 72,550 340,111 1,117,250 30%

General Government - - - 0% General Government - - - 0%

Totals 201,102 1,112,197 3,066,864 36% Totals 169,267 1,019,155 2,968,540 34%



Capital 
Projects/
SPLOST

December 31, 
2024

American Rescue Plan SPLOST 4

Beginning Balance $1,001,917.04 Beginning Balance $0.00

Increases Increases
Interest $3,731.80 Interest

Decreases Decreases

Ending Balance $1,005,648.84 Ending Balance 0.00

SPLOST 5

Beginning Balance $3,189,516.10

Increases
Interest $12,148.51
Sales Tax $156,130.67

Decreases
Freeman Electrical - Well 6 $85,413.60

Ending Balance $3,272,381.68



December 31, 
2024 
Bank 

Balances

Account Beginning Balance Ending Balance

General Fund $1,003,432.71 $1,174,767.59

Water Sewer Fund $2,249,838.23 $2,277,189.00

Water Sinking Fund $579,501.65 $571,944.84

Escrow Account $301,045.18 $301,944.97

GEFA $67,905.52 $67,590.10

Hotel/ Motel $62,175.20 $65,152.12

SPLOST 4 $0.00 $0.00

SPLOST 5 $3,189,515.10 $3,272,381.68

American Rescue Plan $1,001,917.40 $1,005,648.84



FY 2025 
SPLOST V
Budget

FISCAL YEAR 2024-2025 Estimated Received Revenue to 

320 SPLOST - REVENUE Revenue YTD be received

TAXES

SPLOST 5 REVENUE $         1,454,265.24 $        702,017.42 $                752,247.82 

SPLOST 5 INTEREST INCOME $            156,000.00 $          99,324.27 $                  56,675.73 

FUND BALANCE $         4,848,896.23 $      4,848,896.23 $                             -

TOTAL $         6,459,161.47 $      5,650,237.92 $                808,923.55 

Original Commited Available

Appropriation YTD Appropriation

320 SPLOST - PROJECTS

CEMETARY ST  (PHASE 1) $              57,000.00 $                     - $                  57,000.00 

LADDER TRUCK & EQUIPMENT $            210,000.00 
$          36,094.38 $                173,905.62 

PAKMOR GARBAGE TRUCK $            245,053.31 $                     - $                245,053.31 

SERVER OS MIGRATION $              14,730.00 $                     - $                  14,730.00 

2 GENERATORS $              83,855.00 $                     - $                  83,855.00 

ROAD PAVING $            491,528.16 $        612,808.33 $               (121,280.17)

EDMOND SOFTWARE $              25,995.00 $          12,997.50 $                  12,997.50 

WELL 6 $            505,000.00 $        464,041.10 $                  40,958.90 

2 POLICE VEHICLES $            120,000.00 $          45,498.99 $                  74,501.01 

NEW FACILITY $         4,000,000.00 $        872,367.44 $             3,127,632.56 

ZERO TURN MOWER $              12,000.00 $          10,973.24 $                   1,026.76 

CHIPPER $              40,000.00 $                     - $                  40,000.00 

MUD PUMP $               4,000.00 $                     - $                   4,000.00 

NEW FACULITY & REMODEL $            500,000.00 $        415,493.07 $                  84,506.93 

P/S WOODLAND FOREST $            150,000.00 $                     - $                150,000.00 

$         6,459,161.47 $      2,470,274.05 $             3,988,887.42 



FY 2025 
SPLOST V
Budget

CITY OF CLEVELAND, GEORGIA

2023/2024 REPORT ON SPECIAL PURPOSE LOCAL OPTION SALES TAX JULY ‘23 – JUNE ‘24

PROJECT ESTIMATED

COSTS

ESTIMATED

COSTS

EXPENDITURES EXPENDITURES TOTAL

SPLOST 2014 ORIGINAL CURRENT PRIOR YEARS CURRENT YEARS

WATER AND WASTEWATER 

IMPROVEMENTS

$1,033,600 $1,033,600 $1,200,360 $102,400 $1,302,760

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS OF 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS, PUBLIC 

INFRASTRUCTURE

$236,400 $236,400 $851,137 $54,820 $905,957

ROADS, STREETS, BRIDGES, AND 

SIDEWALK PROJECTS

$750,000 $750,000 $338,871 $0 $338,871

CULTURAL AND RECREATIONAL 

FACILITIES

$450,000 $450,000 $847,859 $0 $847,859

TOTALS $2,470,000 $2,470,000 $3,238,227 $157,220 $3,395,447

Projects for SPLOST 2014 Water and Wastewater improvements will be expended through the receivables of SPLOST funds scheduled to be received through 2020, 

available grants, and the water/wastewater fund.

SPLOST 2014



FY 2025 
SPLOST V
Budget

CITY OF CLEVELAND, GEORGIA

2023/2024 REPORT ON SPECIAL PURPOSE LOCAL OPTION SALES TAX JULY ‘23 – JUNE ‘24

PROJECT ESTIMATED 

COSTS

ESTIMATED 

COSTS

EXPENDITURES EXPENDITURES TOTAL

SPLOST 2020 ORIGINAL CURRENT PRIOR YEARS CURRENT YEARS

WATER AND 

WASTEWATER 

IMPROVEMENTS

$2,400,000 $2,400,000 $71,688 $203,391 $275,079

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS 

OF PUBLIC BUILDINGS, 

PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE

$1,700,000 $1,700,000 $74,184 $288,879 $363,063

ROADS, STREETS, 

BRIDGES, AND SIDEWALK 

PROJECTS

$1,100,000 $1,100,000 $0 $42,800 $42,800

CULTURAL AND 

RECREATIONAL FACILITIES

$400,000 $400,000 $0 $34761 $34761

TOTALS $5,600,000 $5,600,000 $145,872 $569,830 $715,702

SPLOST 2020



LOST 
COLLECTION 
TRENDS TO 
BUDGET 

Month FY 2025

% Change to 

Budget

$ Change to 

Budget

Weighted 

Average Weighted % Budget

July 150,894.61 -3.7% -5827.17 156721.78 9.96% 1574277

August 135,069.17 3.2% 4215.41 130853.76 8.31% 1574277

September 122,372.18 -8.1% -10826.60 133198.78 8.46% 1574277

October 157,707.61 13.0% 18200.55 139507.06 8.86% 1574277

November 142,693.61 8.0% 10515.00 132178.61 8.40% 1574277

December 0.00 143249.11 9.10% 1574277

January 0.00 109301.77 6.94% 1574277

February 0.00 114023.74 7.24% 1574277

March 0.00 121751.21 7.73% 1574277

April 0.00 119550.16 7.59% 1574277

May 0.00 131834.61 8.37% 1574277

June 0.00 623.00 9.03% 1574277



SPLOST 
COLLECTION 
TRENDS TO 
BUDGET 

Month FY2025

% Change 

to Budget

$ Change 

to Budget

Weighted 

Average Weighted % Budget

July 149,386.65 4.1% 5892.93 143493.72 9.87% 1454265

August 133,717.27 10.6% 12859.01 120858.26 8.31% 1454265

September 121,167.39 -1.6% -2015.93 123183.32 8.47% 1454265

October 156,130.37 21.0% 27112.20 129018.17 8.87% 1454265

November 141,615.74 15.9% 19416.26 122199.48 8.40% 1454265

December 0.00 132476.61 9.11% 1454265

January 0.00 101084.10 6.95% 1454265

February 0.00 107377.06 7.38% 1454265

March 0.00 110669.46 7.61% 1454265

April 0.00 110561.75 7.60% 1454265

May 0.00 121921.07 8.38% 1454265

June 0.00 131422.00 9.04% 1454265



















Cleveland Police Department Activity Report Dec-24

Community Oriented
& Proactive: Dec-24 Dec-23 YTD

Public Assist 448 498 7,354
Premise Checks 1,152 1,077 13,042
Field Interviews 9 9 190

Reporting:
Incident Reports 45 66 578
Accident Reports 24 26 275
Investigative/Supplemental 26 49 516
Use of Force 0 1 1

Actions taken:
Citations 66 103 1,274
Warnings 188 287 2,853
Warrants 15 14 141
Juveniles 2 1 25

Total: 1,975 2,131

December Total Arrest 10

Year to Date Total: 26,249
Citation Breakdown: Arrest Breakdown:

Alcohol Related (Underage, Furnish, PUI) - 4 Aggravated Assault - 1

Shoplifting/Theft by Taking - 1 Alcohol Related-5

DUI-1 Property-1

Driver's License, Registration, & Insurance-10 Traffic-2

Moving violations, traffic control, etc-34 Arrest for Other Agencies - 1

Equipment, seatbelt, etc-16
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MONTHLY REPORT 
From the Water Resources Director 

Andrea Smith 

December 2024 
Water Treatment

• Our city wells produced 14.8 MG.
• We purchased 8.0 MG from the County.
• We flushed 5 hydrants for water quality.
• We performed 195 laboratory tests.
• We collected and shipped all required samples for the month to EPD’s lab.
• We submitted all Monthly Operating Reports to EPD.
• The water loss was 29.8 %.
• We issued 2 boil water advisories to EPD.
• EPD conducted a 3-year sanitary survey of the water system.
• Installation for the generator at Clint St. well house began.
• We conducted our semiannual recovery test on the Clint St. well.

Water Reclamation 

• We discharged 13.7 MG of treated effluent into Tesnatee Creek.
• We performed 108 laboratory tests.
• We cleaned the UV channel and all lamps weekly.
• We submitted the Discharge Monitoring Report to EPD.
• We reviewed and filed monthly grease trap manifests.
• We repaired floor tiles in the main building.
• We added a screen to the foot valve of the Q-mag pump.
• We did a final inspection of the grease traps at the Tipsy Tomato restaurant.
• We issued a spill report to EPD.

Industrial Pretreatment 

• We reviewed Cobb-Vantress and NOK’s Self-Monitoring Reports.



RESOLUTION 2025-06 
REQUESTING THE INTRODUCTION OF LOCAL LEGISLATION  

AMENDING THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF CLEVELAND, GEORGIA 

WHEREAS, the municipal charter of the City of Cleveland, Georgia provides for the 
creation, structure, and operations for the City of Cleveland, Georgia located in White 
County, Georgia; and  

WHEREAS, currently vests all corporate legislative and other powers of the City in the 
Mayor and four Councilmen; and  

WHEREAS, the current iteration of the municipal charter of the City of Cleveland was 
adopted by the General Assembly in 2013; and 

WHEREAS, significant developments have occurred since the last adoption of the 
municipal charter by the General Assembly, including, but not limited, revisions and 
additions to Title 36 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated; and  

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council have engaged in a healthy and lengthy review of the 
current charter by initiating discussions during the 2024 retreat on May 1-3, 2024; and 

WHEREAS, the City reviewed more than 25 charters submitted to the Georgia General 
Assembly for consideration and consulting with other municipalities and jurisdictions to 
establish best practices for municipalities of a similar size and needs to that of the City of 
Cleveland, Georgia; and  

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council held three (3) public hearing as required by to 
solicit public input from the citizens of the City of Cleveland, Georgia regarding the 
contents of the municipal charter; and  

WHEREAS, it is in the best interests of the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of 
Arcade to petition the legislative delegation of White County and the City of Cleveland to 
amend and recodify the municipal charter; and  

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council desire the local White County delegation of the Georgia 
General Assembly approve the proposed revisions to the municipal charter for the City of 
Cleveland as identified herein;  

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Cleveland, 
petitions the local White County County delegation and members of the General Assembly 
to introduce and approve local legislation amending the municipal charter for the City of 



Cleveland as provided on Exhibit “A” attached hereto and incorporated herein by 
reference.  

PASSED, ADOPTED AND APPROVED this 13th  day of January, 2025. 

_____________________________________ _____________________________________ 
Josh Turner Mayor Jeremy McClure Council Member 

Ward 3 

_____________________________________ _____________________________________ 
Nan Bowen Council Member C.J. McDonald Council Member 

Ward 1 Ward 4 

ATTEST: 
_____________________________________ _____________________________________ 
Annie Sutton Council Member Lisa A. Ritchie City Clerk 

Ward 2 
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• ARTICLE I. - CHARTER[2]

Footnotes: 

--- (2) --- 

Editor's note— The Town of Cleveland was incorporated by 1870 Ga. Laws (Act No. 121), p. 182. Printed herein is 

the most recent Charter of the city, Georgia House Bill 584 (2013-2014 Reg. Sess.), effective May 6, 2013. For prior 

history, see the Code Comparative Table for Georgia Laws. The sequence of sections is the same as in the act 

comprising it. Amendments to the Charter are indicated by history notes following amended provisions. The 

absence of a subsequent history note indicates that the provision remains unchanged from the original act. Obvious 

misspellings have been corrected without notation. For stylistic purposes, a uniform system of headings, catchlines 

and citations to state statutes has been used. Where a section has been amended or repealed by a later provision, 

only the current language has been printed. Additions made for clarity are indicated by brackets. 

• [DIVISION 1.] – CREATION, REINCORPORATION AND POWERS

• Sec. 1-1001. - ReIncorporation.

The City of Cleveland, in White County, and the inhabitants thereof, are reincorporated 
by the enactment of this charter and are hereby constituted and declared a body politic 
and corporate under the name and style of the City of Cleveland, Georgia, and by that 
name shall have perpetual succession. 

• Sec. 1-1002. - Corporate boundaries.

(a)

The corporate boundaries of this city shall be those existing on the effective date of
the adoption of this charter with such alterations as may be made from time to time in
the manner provided by law. The boundaries of this city at all times shall be shown on
a map, a written description, or any combination thereof, to be retained permanently
in the office of the city clerk and to be designated, as the case may be: "Official Map
(or Description) of the corporate limits of the City of Cleveland, Georgia, in White
County, Georgia." Photographic, typed, or other copies of such map or description
certified by the city clerk shall be admitted as evidence in all courts and shall have the
same force and effect as with the original map or description.

(b)
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 All future alterations of said map or description, as directed by the council to reflect 
lawful changes in the corporate boundaries, shall be signed by the mayor and city clerk. 
A redrawn map or description shall supercede, for all purposes, the entire map or maps 
and description or descriptions which it is designated to replace. 

• Sec. 1-1003. - General powers and construction. 

(a) 

This city shall have all powers possible for a city to have under the present or future 
constitution and laws of this state as fully and completely as though they were 
specifically enumerated in this charter. This city shall have all the powers of self-
government not otherwise prohibited by this charter or by general law. 

(b) 

The powers of this city shall be construed liberally in favor of the city. The specific 
mention or failure to mention particular powers shall not be construed as limiting in 
any way the powers of this city. 

• Sec. 1-1004. - Examples of powers. 

The corporate powers of the city shall include but not be limited to, the following: 

(1) 

Alcoholic beverages. The keeping for sale, selling, or offering for sale of any spirituous, 
vinous, malt, or fermented wines or liquors within the corporate limits of said city shall 
be regulated by the city as provided by law. The city council shall have power or 
authority to license the sale thereof, consistent with the laws of the State of Georgia, 
and it shall be the council's duty to enforce this by the enactment of necessary 
ordinances with suitable penalties for violation; 

(2) 

Animal regulations. To regulate and license or to prohibit the keeping or running at-
large of animals, reptiles, and fowl, and to provide for the impoundment of same if in 
violation of any ordinance or lawful order; to provide for the disposition by sale, gift, 
or humane destruction of animals and fowl when not redeemed as provided by 
ordinance; and to provide punishment for violation of ordinances enacted hereunder; 

(3) 

Appropriations and expenditures. To make appropriations for the support of the 
government of the city; to authorize the expenditure of money for any purposes 
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authorized by this charter and for any purpose for which a municipality is authorized 
by the laws of the State of Georgia; and to provide for the payment of expenses of the 
city; 

(4) 

Building regulation. To regulate and to license the erection and construction of 
buildings and all other structures; to adopt building, housing, plumbing, fire safety, 
electrical, gas, and heating and air conditioning codes; and to regulate all housing and 
building trades; 

(5) 

Business regulation and taxation. To levy and to provide for the collection of license 
fees, permit fees and taxes on privileges, occupations, trades, and professions as 
authorized by O.C.G.A. Title 48, or other such applicable laws as are or may hereafter 
be enacted; to license, permit and regulate the same; to provide for the manner and 
method of payment of such licenses, permits and taxes; and to revoke such permits 
after due process for failure to pay any city taxes or fees or for violations of licensing 
regulations; 

(6) 

Cemeteries. The council shall have jurisdiction over all cemeteries belonging to or 
located in said city, and may provide by ordinance for a public cemetery.  It may 
appoint such employees to superintend the care of such public cemeteries established 
by the city by ordinance as it deems proper. It may enact such ordinances to prevent 
trespass therein and to prevent any person from defacing any work therein. It may 
regulate the charges for grave digging, hearse fees, and any and every thing pertaining 
to the care and operation of such cemeteries as are established by the city by 
ordinance.  The Georgia Board of Cemeterians, with the Georgia Secretary of States 
office, is charged by law with regulating the practice of perpetual care cemeteries; 

(7) 

Condemnation. To condemn property, inside or outside the corporate limits of the city 
or any combination thereof, for present or future use and for any corporate purpose 
deemed necessary by the governing authority, utilizing procedures enumerated in 
O.C.G.A. Title 22, or such other applicable laws as are or may hereafter be enacted;

(8) 

Contracts. To enter into contracts and agreements with other governmental entities 
and with private persons, firms, and corporations and with other such legal entities 
which may be recognized by Georgia law, including but not limited to authorities, 
trusts, partnerships, and limited partnerships; 
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(9) 

Emergencies. To establish procedures for determining and proclaiming that an 
emergency situation exists within or without the city, and to make and carry out all 
reasonable provisions deemed necessary to deal with or meet such an emergency for 
the protection, safety, health, or well-being of the citizens of the city; 

(10) 

Environmental protection. To protect and preserve the natural resources, 
environment, and vital areas of the city, the region, and the state through the 
preservation and improvement of air quality, the restoration and maintenance of 
water resources, the control of erosion and sedimentation, the management of 
stormwater and establishment of a stormwater utility, the management of solid and 
hazardous waste, and other necessary actions for the protection of the environment; 

(11) 

Fire regulations. To fix and establish fire district limits and from time to time to extend, 
enlarge, or restrict the same; to prescribe fire safety regulations not inconsistent with 
general law, relating to both fire prevention and detection and to firefighting; and to 
prescribe penalties and punishment for violations thereof; 

(12) 

Garbage fees. To levy, fix, assess, and collect a garbage, refuse, and trash collection 
and disposal and other sanitary service charge, tax, or fee for such services as may be 
necessary in the operation of the city from all individuals, firms, and corporations and 
with other such legal entities which may be recognized by Georgia law, including but 
not limited to authorities, trusts, partnerships, and limited partnerships residing in or 
doing business therein and benefiting from such services; to enforce the payment of 
such charges, taxes or fees; and to provide for the manner and method of collection; 

(13) 

General health, safety, and welfare. To define, regulate, and prohibit any act or failure 
to act, practice, conduct, or use of property, or any combination thereof which is 
detrimental to health, sanitation, cleanliness, welfare, and safety of the inhabitants of 
the city and to provide for the enforcement of such standards; 

(14) 

Gifts. To accept or refuse gifts, donations, bequests, or grants from any source for any 
purpose related to the powers and duties of the city and the general welfare of its 
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citizens, on such terms and conditions acceptable to the city which the donor or 
grantor may impose; 

(15) 

Health and sanitation. To prescribe standards of health and sanitation and to provide 
for the enforcement of such standards; 

(16) 

Illegal and immoral conduct. To suppress lewdness and immoral conduct, gambling, 
gambling houses, and gambling contrivances of any kind; blind tigers, and places of 
illegal sale of liquors, wines, liquors or opiates of all kinds or nature; houses of ill fame, 
bawdy houses, lewd houses, and any premises where prostitution occurs; 

(17) 

Motor vehicles. To regulate the operation of motor vehicles, and to exercise control 
over the movement and parking of such motor vehicles upon and across the streets, 
roads, designated private ways, alleys, walkways, and parks and the public square of 
the city; 

(18) 

Municipal agencies and delegation of power. To create, alter, and abolish 
departments, boards, offices, commissions, and agencies of the city and to confer 
upon such departments, boards, offices, commissions, and agencies the necessary 
and appropriate authority for carrying out all the powers conferred upon or delegated 
to the same; 

(19) 

Municipal debts and issuance of bonds.  

To contract debts and issue bonds of said city as the valid obligations of said city, 
under and in accordance with the limitations provided in the Constitution and laws of 
said state, for the purpose of refunding valid and existing debts, establishing, 
improving, and maintaining a water supply system, any other public service or utility 
system, hospitals, or other public buildings, for the paving or otherwise improving of 
city streets or public places, and for any other improvement, convenience, or necessity 
for the use of said city or the citizens thereof, or for any other lawful purpose; 

 

(20) 
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Municipal property ownership. To purchase, hold, rent, lease, and receive by gift or 
otherwise, and to enjoy, possess, and retain, temporarily or permanently, any 
property, real or personal, of any kind whatsoever either within or without the 
corporate limits of said city, for corporate purposes; 

(21) 

Municipal property protection.  To provide for the preservation and protection of 
property, real and personal, and the administration and use of same by the public; 
and to prescribe penalties and punishment for violations thereof; 

(22) 

Municipal utilities. To acquire, lease, construct, operate, maintain, sell, or dispose of 
(and any combination thereof) public utilities inside and outside the corporate limits of 
the city, (including but not limited to systems of waterworks, water distribution, 
sewers and drains, sewage disposal, stormwater management, wells (including, but 
not limited to, wells located on private property and leased by the city); gas works; 
electric light plants; cable television and other telecommunications; transportation 
facilities; public airports; and any other public utility); to fix the taxes, charges, rates, 
fares, fees, assessments, regulations, and penalties for such utilities inside and outside 
the city's corporate limits; and to provide for the withdrawal of service for refusal or 
failure to pay for any such utilities, regardless of whether such utilities are made 
available inside the city or outside the city, or inside and outside the city; 

(23) 

Nuisance. To define a nuisance and provide for its abatement whether on public or 
private property; 

(24) 

Penalties. To provide penalties for violation of any ordinances adopted pursuant to 
the authority of this charter and the laws of the State of Georgia; 

(25) 

Planning and zoning. To provide comprehensive city planning for development by 
zoning; and to provide subdivision regulation and the like as the city council deems 
necessary and reasonable to insure a safe, healthy, and aesthetically pleasing 
community; 

(26)
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Police and fire protection. To exercise the power of arrest through duly appointed law 
enforcement officers, and to establish, operate, abolish or contract for, in any 
combination, a law enforcement agency. 

To exercise, establish, operate, abolish, or contract for, in any combination, a 
firefighting agency; 

(27) 

Public hazards: Removal. To provide for the destruction and removal of any building 
or other structure which is or may become dangerous or detrimental to the public; 

(28) 

Public improvements. To provide for the acquisition, construction, building, operation, 
and maintenance of public ways, parks and playgrounds, recreational facilities, 
cemeteries, markets and market houses, public buildings, libraries, public housing, 
airports, hospitals, terminals, docks, parking facilities, or charitable, cultural, 
educational, recreational, conservation, sport, curative, corrective, detentional, penal, 
and medical institutions, agencies, and facilities; and to provide any other public 
improvements, inside and outside the corporate limits of the city; to regulate the use 
of public improvements; and for such purposes, property may be acquired by 
condemnation under O.C.G.A. Title 22, or such other applicable laws as are or may 
hereafter be enacted; 

(29) 

Public peace. To provide for the prevention and punishment of loitering, disorderly 
conduct, drunkenness, riots, and public disturbances; 

(30) 

Public Transportation. To organize and operate such public transportation systems 

as are deemed beneficial; 

(31) 

Public utilities and services. To grant franchises to public utilities and public service 
companies, or make contracts with public utilities and public service corporations, or 
impose taxes on public utilities and public service companies, or any combination 
thereof; and to prescribe the rates, fares, regulations, and standards and conditions of 
service applicable to the service to be provided by the franchise grantee or contractor, 
insofar as not in conflict with valid regulations of the public service commission; 
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(32) 

Regulation of roadside areas. To prohibit or regulate and control the erection, 
removal, and maintenance of signs, billboards, trees, shrubs, fences, buildings, and 
any and all other structures or obstructions upon or adjacent to the rights-of-way of 
streets and roads or within view thereof, within or abutting the corporate limits of the 
city; and to prescribe penalties and punishment for violation of such ordinances; 

(33) 

Retirement. To provide and maintain a retirement plan and other employee benefit 
plans and programs for the elected officers of the city, the employees of the city, and 
for any such other appointed officers of the city which the city council may designate; 

(34) 

Roadways. To lay out, open, extend, widen, narrow, establish or change the grade of, 
abandon or close, construct, pave, curb, gutter, adorn with shade trees, or otherwise 
improve, maintain, repair, clean, prevent erosion of, and light the roads, alleys, and 
walkways within the corporate limits of the city; to authorize and control the 
construction of bridges, overpasses, and underpasses within the corporate limits of 
the city; and to grant franchises and rights-of-way throughout the streets and roads 
and over the bridges and viaducts for the use of public utilities; 

(35) moved from #17

Sentences. To provide that persons given sentences in the city's court may work out 
such sentences in any public works or on the streets, roads, drains and other public 
property in the city, to provide for commitment of such persons to any detention 
center, to provide for the use of pretrial diversion and any alternative sentencing 
allowed by law, or to provide for commitment of such persons to any detention center 
by agreement with the appropriate county officials; 

(36) 

Sewer fees. To levy such fees, charges, and taxes as may be authorized by ordinance 
for the purpose of acquiring, constructing, equipping, operating, maintaining, and 
extending of sewage treatment plants and sewerage systems and to levy on those to 
whom sewers and sewerage systems are made available such service fees, charges, 
and taxes and for enforcing payment of the same; and to charge, impose, and collect 
from those seeking service from such plants and systems, such connection fees or 
charges for the privilege of receiving service from such plants and systems as may be 
authorized by ordinance; 

(37)
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Solid waste disposal. To provide for the collection and disposal of garbage, rubbish, 
and refuse and to regulate the collection and disposal of garbage, rubbish, and refuse 
by others; and to provide for the separate collection of glass, tin, aluminum, 
cardboard, paper, and other recyclable materials, and to provide for the sale of such 
items; 

(38) 

Special areas of public regulation. To regulate or prohibit junk dealers and pawn 
shops, the manufacture and sale of intoxicating liquors; to regulate the transportation, 
storage, and use of combustible, explosive, and inflammable materials, the use of 
lighting and heating equipment, and any other business or situation which may be 
dangerous to persons or property; to regulate and control the conduct of peddlers 
and itinerant traders, theatrical performances, exhibitions, traveling carnivals, 
helicopter rides, hot air balloon rides, and shows of any kind, by taxation or otherwise; 
to license and tax professional fortunetelling, palmistry, and massage parlors; and to 
restrict adult bookstores, stores offering adult videos, and stores offering adult toys to 
certain areas; 

(39) 

Special assessments. To levy and provide for the collection of special assessments to 
cover the costs for any public improvements; 

(40) 

Taxes: 

(A) Ad valorem.  To levy and provide for the assessment, valuation, revaluation, 
and collection of taxes on all property subject to taxation; 

(B) Other.  To levy and collect such other taxes as may be allowed now or in the 
future by law; 

(41) 

Trees. To adopt and enforce ordinances for the protection and preservation of trees 
on the streets, public places, cemeteries, new developments, parks, and public 
squares in the city and to prevent the cutting, impairing, or mutilations thereof by 
telephone, cable, or electric light linemen or employees or any other person unless 
the same is done under and with the express and formal consent of the council or 
some other officer appointed by the council to direct the same and then only when 
absolutely necessary for the public service or safety; 

(42) 
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Urban redevelopment. To organize, operate, and abolish an urban redevelopment 
program and to define the area in which said program may operate; 

(43) 

Vehicles for hire. To regulate and license vehicles operated for hire in the city; to limit 
the number of such vehicles; to require the operators thereof to be licensed; to 
require public liability insurance on such vehicles in the amounts to be prescribed by 
ordinance; and to regulate the parking of such vehicles; and 

(44) 

Other powers. To exercise and enjoy all other powers, functions, rights, privileges, and 
immunities necessary or desirable to promote or protect the safety, health, peace, 
security, good order, comfort, convenience, or general welfare of the city and its 
inhabitants; and to exercise all implied powers necessary or desirable to carry into 
execution all powers granted in this charter as fully and completely as if such powers 
were fully stated herein; and to exercise all powers now or in the future authorized to 
be exercised by other municipal governments under other laws of the State of 
Georgia; and no listing of particular powers in this charter shall be held to be exclusive 
of others, nor restrictive of general words and phrases granting powers, but shall be 
held to be in addition to such powers unless expressly prohibited to municipalities 
under the Constitution or applicable laws of the State of Georgia. 

• Sec. 1-1005. - General police powers. 

The mayor and council shall have full power and authority to pass, enact, and adopt 
any and all ordinances they deem necessary to protect the peace, comfort, health, 
prosperity, and security of the city and its inhabitants, to foster good morals and 
virtues in said city, and to suppress any and all acts against the peace and good order. 

• Sec. 1-1006. - Fire protection. 

The mayor and council shall have full power and authority to provide for fire 
protection, to organize, operate, maintain, and equip a fire department, either paid or 
volunteer, and to provide such buildings as necessary to house the same and to make, 
enact, pass, and adopt such ordinances, rules, and regulations necessary to promote 
the protection of the inhabitants of the city against fire or fire hazards. To condemn 
buildings and cause their removal when they become or are likely to become a fire 
hazard or fire trap or where such buildings endanger by being or becoming a fire 
hazard or fire trap. To pass, enact, and adopt such ordinances and procedures to 
enforce removal of such hazards and to promote the protection of all citizens from a 
fire hazard consistent with the laws of this state. 
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• Sec. 1-1007. - Inquiries and investigations.

Following the adoption of an authorizing resolution, the city council may make
inquiries and investigations into the affairs of the city and the conduct of any
department, office, or agency thereof, and for this purpose may subpoena witnesses,
administer oaths, take testimony, and require the production of evidence. Any person
who fails or refuses to obey a lawful order issued in the exercise of these powers by
the city council shall be punished as provided by ordinance.

• Sec. 1-1008. - Exercise of powers.

All powers, functions, rights, privileges, and immunities of the city, its elected officials,
officers, agencies, and employees shall be carried into execution as provided by this
charter. If this charter makes no provision, such shall be carried into execution as
provided by ordinance or as provided by pertinent laws of the State of Georgia.

SECTION 1-1009.-Vesting of property owned at time of enactment. 
The title to any property, real or personal, within or without the corporate limits of said 
city, heretofore acquired by the City of Cleveland, with or without proper charter 
authority, is hereby vested in the City of Cleveland created by this charter, the 
acquisition thereof being hereby ratified and made lawful. 

SECTION 1-1010.-Assumption of former debts. 
The City of Cleveland created by this act is hereby made responsible, as a body 
corporate, for all legal undertakings, liabilities, and debts of the former City of Cleveland, 
whether for principal and interest or outstanding bonds, or other contracts or 
indebtedness. 

• [DIVISION 2.] – CITY GOVERNMENT 

Section 2-1001. Governing authority. 

The municipal government of the city shall consist of a mayor and four council 
members, and shall be known as the "Mayor and City Council of the City of Cleveland, 
Georgia." The mayor and city council shall be the legislative branch of government and 
shall have governing authority of the city. The powers and authority of the mayor and 
city council shall exercised in compliance with the provisions of this charter and as 
otherwise authorized by the laws of the State of Georgia. 

• Sec. 2-1002. - Mayor and council; powers and duties of same.

(a)
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The mayor and council shall have full power and authority from time to time to make 
and establish, enact and pass, such ordinances, laws, rules, regulations, and orders as 
may seem right and proper, respecting all matters and things whatsoever that may by 
them be considered necessary or proper or incident to good government of the city 
and to the peace, security, health, happiness, welfare, protection or convenience of 
the inhabitants of said city, and for preserving the peace and good order and dignity 
of the city. The mayor and council shall have power to pass all ordinances, resolutions, 
rules, regulations, and orders as said mayor and council shall deem necessary to 
govern the city. The mayor and council shall have power and authority to suspend and 
remove all officers, agents, and employees of the city and to fix the amount of all 
salaries and other compensation and benefits of such officers, agents, and employees 
of said city. 

(b) 

As the chief executive of the city, the mayor shall: 

(1) 

See that all laws and ordinances of the city are faithfully executed; 

(2) 

Supervise all officers, agencies, and employees of the city and all work of the city; 

(3) 

Call special meetings of the city council as provided for in section 2-1011 of this 
charter; 

(4) 

Preside at all meetings of the city council; 

(5) 

Be the head of the city for the purpose of service of process and for ceremonial 
purposes, and be the official spokesperson for the city and the chief advocate of 
policy; 

(6) 

Have power to administer oaths and to take affidavits; 

(7) 

https://library.municode.com/ga/cleveland/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COOR_APXALOAC_ARTICH_DIV2GOST_S2-1011RESPEMME
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Sign on behalf of the city all written contracts, ordinances, and other instruments 
which have been approved by the council in accordance with the provisions of this 
charter and the ordinances adopted pursuant thereto; 

(8) 

Exercise all powers of the city manager during all times in which said position is vacant 
and during all times when the city manager has been suspended by action of the 
council as more specifically provided in section 2-1009; and 

(9) 

Perform such other duties as may be required by law, this charter, or by ordinance. 

(c) 

Members of the council shall attend all regular and special meetings of the council, 
faithfully and diligently look after the affairs of the city; and attentively perform such 
services as may be required on committees and otherwise. In addition, the council 
shall have authority to enter into such contracts and obligations and to adopt such 
ordinances, resolutions, rules, and regulations not inconsistent with this charter, the 
Constitution, and the laws of the State of Georgia as it shall deem necessary, 
expedient, or helpful for the governance of the City of Cleveland and may provide for 
enforcement of such ordinances, resolutions, rules, and regulations by establishing 
the penalties for violations. 

• Sec. 2-1002. - Compensation and expenses.

The mayor and councilmembers shall receive compensation, benefits, and expenses 
for their services as set by ordinance. 

• Sec. 2-1003. - Mayor; council; districts; election.

(a)

The municipal government of the City of Cleveland shall be vested in a mayor and four
councilmembers. The city council established shall in all respects be a successor to
and continuation of the governing authority under prior law. The mayor and
councilmembers shall be elected in the manner provided by general law and this
charter.

(b)

https://library.municode.com/ga/cleveland/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COOR_APXALOAC_ARTICH_DIV2GOST_S2-1009ACAD
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The four councilmembers shall be elected by the voters of the entire city. One 
councilmember shall be elected from each of the four districts of the city as delineated 
and described in this subsection, to wit: 

District No. 1 shall consist of that territory embraced and lying South of what is 
presently known as East Kytle Street and State Highway No. 115, and East of the 
centerline of what is presently known as the South Main Street and State Highway No. 
11, embraced in the corporate limits of said city. 

District No. 2 shall consist of that territory embraced and lying West of the centerline 
of what is presently known as South Main Street and State Highway No. 11 and south 
of the centerline what is presently known as West Kytle Street and State Highway No. 
115, embraced in the corporate limits of said city. 

District No. 3 shall consist of that territory embraced and lying North of the centerline 
of what is presently known as West Kytle Street and State Highway No. 115 and West 
of the centerline of what is presently known as North Main Street and State Highway 
No. 11, embraced in the corporate limits of said city. Said District No. 3 shall also 
include that part of the public square not included in the boundaries of any other 
district. 

District No. 4 shall consist of that territory embraced and lying East of the centerline of 
what is presently known as North Main Street and State Highway No. 11 and North of 
the centerline of what is known as East Kytle Street and State Highway No. 115, 
embraced in the corporate limits of said city. 

(c) 

The mayor shall be elected by the qualified voters of the city from the city at large. 

• Sec. 2-1004. - Mayor and councilmembers; terms; qualifications.

The mayor and councilmembers serving on the effective date of this charter shall
serve until the expiration of the terms for which each was elected. Their successors
shall be elected at the municipal election immediately preceding expiration of such
term. The mayor and members of the city council shall serve for terms of four years
and until their respective successors are elected and qualified. No person shall be
eligible to serve as mayor or councilmember unless that person shall have been a
resident of the city for 12 months prior to the date of election. The mayor and each
councilmember shall continue to reside within the city during the term for which
elected and continue to be registered and qualified to vote in municipal elections of
this city and each councilmember shall continue to reside within the district that such
member represents during that member's period of service. No person shall be
eligible to hold office of mayor or councilmember if convicted of any crime involving
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moral turpitude. No person shall be eligible to hold the office of mayor or councilman 
until having passed his or her 21st birthday. 

• Sec. 2-1005. - Organizational meeting; oath. 

The city council shall hold an organizational meeting at its first meeting of the year in 
each even-numbered year. The meeting shall be called to order by the city clerk and 
the oath of office shall be administered to the newly elected members by a judicial 
officer authorized to administer oaths and shall, to the extent that it comports with 
federal and state law, be as follows: 

"I, __________, do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will truly and faithfully perform the 
duties of the Office of Councilmember for the City of Cleveland, White County, 
Georgia, for the ensuing term and will enforce the provisions of the Charter and all 
Ordinances made pursuant thereof to the best of my skill and ability, without fear or 
favor. 

I, do swear (or affirm) that I am not the holder of any unaccounted for public money 
due this state or any political subdivision or authority thereof; that I am not the holder 
of any office of trust under the government of the United States, any other state, or 
any foreign state which I am prohibited from holding by the laws of the State of 
Georgia; and that I am otherwise qualified to hold said office according to the 
Constitution of the United States and the Constitution and laws of the State of Georgia 
and that I will support the Constitution of the United States and this state." 

• Sec. 2-1006. - City manager; appointment; qualifications; compensation. 

(a) 

The city council may appoint a city manager for an indefinite term and shall set the 
manager's compensation. The manager shall be appointed solely on the basis of 
executive and administrative qualifications. 

(b) 

Before taking office, the city manager shall furnish a fidelity bond in the amount of 
$100,000.00, conditioned upon the faithful performance of his or her duties, with a 
corporation licensed to do business in this state as a surety. Such bond shall be filed 
with the city clerk after being approved by the mayor and council. The cost of such 
bond shall be paid by the city from city funds. 

• Sec. 2-1007. - Powers and duties of city manager. 
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The city manager, when duly appointed, and while acting as city manager, shall be the 
chief administrative officer of the city. The manager shall be responsible to the mayor 
and city council for the administration of all city affairs placed in the manager's charge 
by or under this charter. The manager shall: 

(1) 

Appoint and, when the manager deems it necessary for the good of the city, suspend 
or remove all city employees and administrative officers the manager appoints, except 
as otherwise provided by law or personnel ordinances adopted pursuant to this 
charter. However, the mayor and council shall have sole power and authority to 
appoint, suspend, supervise, remove, and to set the compensation of and the benefits 
of the city clerk, city attorney, judge of the municipal court, city solicitor, and public 
defender of the municipal court, engineer, and all department heads, and all members 
of boards, commissions, and authorities that the mayor and council have created, or 
shall create, or of which the city is a member. 

(2) 

Direct and supervise the administration of departments, offices, and agencies of the 
city, except as otherwise provided by this charter or by law; 

(3) 

Direct and supervise all department heads of the city, but the mayor and council shall 
have power and authority to suspend and remove all department heads of the city 
and to fix the amount of all salaries and other compensation and benefits of such 
department heads of said city. 

(4) 

Attend all city council meetings except for closed meetings held for the purposes of 
deliberating on the appointment, discipline, or removal of the city manager and have 
the right to take part in discussion but not vote; 

(5) 

See that all laws, provisions of this charter, and acts of the city council, subject to 
enforcement by the manager or by officers subject to the manager's direction and 
supervision, are faithfully executed; 

(6) 

Prepare and submit the annual operating budget and capital budget to the city 
council; 
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(7) 

Submit to the city council and make available to the public a complete report on the 
finances and administrative activities of the city as of the end of each fiscal year; 

(8) 

Make such other reports as the city council may require concerning the operations of 
city departments, offices and agencies subject to the manager's direction and 
supervision; 

(9) 

Keep the city council fully advised as to the financial condition and future needs of the 
city, and make such recommendations to the city council concerning the affairs of the 
city as the manager deems desirable and as the mayor and council may require; and 

(10) 

Perform other such duties as are specified in this charter or as may be required by the 
city council. 

• Sec. 2-1008. - Removal of city manager.

The city council may suspend the manager from office for a period not to exceed 45
days, or remove from office the manager, at any time and for any reason which the
city council by affirmative vote of the majority may determine, upon such terms and
conditions as the city council may determine;

Or,

if the manager has a contract in place, the Council may refer to the terms of the
contract.

• Sec. 2-1009. - Acting manager.

(a)

The council shall have the power to appoint the mayor to serve as acting manager
during the absence or disability of the manager or during such time as the position of
manager is vacant, without limitation to the length of such appointment. For the
purpose of this section, disability of the city manager shall include being suspended
from his or her duties by the mayor and council.

(b)
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During any period that the mayor is appointed as and serves as acting city manager, 
the mayor shall continue to exercise all powers granted to him or her as mayor. The 
mayor shall not be entitled to receive the salary of the city manager for service as 
acting manager. In those instances in which the mayor has been appointed acting city 
manager, the mayor shall cease exercising the powers and duties of the city manager 
upon the earlier of: (i) appointment of a city manager or (ii) upon the revocation of 
said acting city manager's appointment by the council and appointment of a 
councilmember. 

(c) 

If, in the discretion of the council, the mayor is unable to fulfill the duties of the acting 
manager for any reason, the council shall have the power to appoint a councilmember 
to serve as acting city manager. Such councilmember shall continue to exercise all 
powers granted to a councilmember during the period that he or she is serving as 
acting city manager. Said councilmember shall not be entitled to receive the salary of 
the manager while serving as acting manager. The city councilmember shall cease 
exercising the powers and duties of the city manager upon the earlier of: (i) 
appointment by the council of a city manager, or (ii) upon the revocation of said acting 
city manager's appointment by the council and the appointment of another city 
councilmember to serve as acting manager. 

(d) 

Any appointment of a city councilmember to serve as acting city manager shall be for 
a period not to exceed six months. 

(e) 

The acting city manager shall take the same oath as the city manager but need not 
furnish a fidelity bond. 

(f) 

Any reference in this charter to the city manager shall mean and include the acting city 
manager. 

• Sec. 2-1010. - Mayor pro tem; selection; duties. 

At its organizational meeting each year, by a majority vote, the city council shall elect a 
councilmember to serve as mayor pro tem. The mayor pro tem shall preside at all 
meetings of the city council when the mayor is absent. The city council by a majority 
vote shall elect a new presiding officer from among its members for any period in 
which the mayor pro tem is disabled, absent, or acting as mayor. Any such absence or 
disability shall be declared by majority vote of all councilmembers. When serving as 
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mayor, the mayor pro tem shall not vote as a member of the council, except in order 
to break a tie. 

• Sec. 2-1011. - Regular, special, and emergency meetings.

(a)

The city council shall hold regular meetings at such times and places as shall be
prescribed by ordinance.

(b)

Special meetings of the city council may be held on call of the mayor or three
members of the city council. Notice of such special meetings shall be served on all
other members personally, or by telephone personally, at least 24 hours in advance of
the meeting. Such notice to councilmembers shall not be required if the mayor and all
councilmembers are present when the special meeting is called. Such notice of any
special meeting may be waived by a councilmember in writing before or after such a
meeting, and attendance at the meeting shall also constitute a waiver of notice on any
business transacted in such councilmembers presence. Only the business stated in the
call may be transacted at the special meeting.

(c)

When special circumstances occur and are so declared by the city council, it may hold
a meeting with less than 24 hours' notice with the consent of a majority of the
councilmembers then serving upon giving such notice of the meeting and subjects
expected to be considered at the meeting as is reasonable under the circumstances,
including notice to the county legal organ or a newspaper having a general circulation
in the county at least equal to that of the legal organ, in which event the reason for
holding the meeting within 24 hours and the nature of the notice shall be recorded in
the minutes. An emergency ordinance shall be introduced in the form prescribed for
ordinances generally, except that it shall be plainly designated as an emergency
ordinance and shall contain, after the enacting clause, a declaration stating that an
emergency exists, and describing the emergency in clear and specific terms.

(d)

All meetings of the city council shall be public to the extent required by law and notice
to the public of special meetings shall be made fully as is reasonably possible as
provided by O.C.G.A. § 50-14-1, or other such applicable laws as are or may hereafter
be enacted.

• Sec. 2-1012. - Quorum; voting.
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 (a) 

Two council members and the mayor (three persons), shall constitute a quorum. In the 
event that the mayor is absent, a quorum shall consist of two councilmembers and the 
mayor pro-tem (three persons). 

(b) 

The affirmative vote of at least two councilmembers and the mayor is required to 
conduct official business, and in the absence of the mayor, the affirmative vote of two 
councilmembers and the mayor pro-tem is required to conduct business; provided, 
however, that in the event of a vacancy on the council, the affirmative vote of a majority 
of the remaining members of the council shall be sufficient to conduct business. Voting 
on the adoption of ordinances shall be by voice vote and the vote shall be recorded in 
the minute book or journal, but any councilmember shall have the right to request a roll 
call vote and such vote shall be recorded in the minute book or journal. All votes 
required by state law to be conducted by roll call must be so conducted and recorded. 

(c) 

Under circumstances necessitated by emergency conditions involving public safety or 
the preservation of property or public services, the council may meet by means of 
teleconference so long as the notice required by section 2-1012 is provided and means 
are afforded for the public to have simultaneous access to the teleconference meeting. 
On any other occasion of a council meeting, and so long as a quorum is present in 
person, the mayor or a councilmember may participate by teleconference if necessary 
due to reasons of health or absence from the city so long as notice is provided and 
public access is provided. Absent emergency conditions or the written opinion of a 
physician or other health professional that reasons of health prevent the mayor's or a 
councilmember's physical presence, the mayor or a councilmember shall not participate 
by teleconference pursuant to this subsection more than twice in one calendar year. 

(d) 

An abstention by any member of council shall be noted on the record but shall not be 
counted as an affirmative or negative vote. 

• Sec. 2-1013. - Rules of procedure. 

 

(a) 

https://library.municode.com/ga/cleveland/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COOR_APXALOAC_ARTICH_DIV2GOST_S2-1012QUVO
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The city council shall adopt its rules of procedure and order of business consistent with 
the provisions of this charter. The council shall keep a book of minutes, or journal, of its 
proceedings, which shall be a public record. 

(b) 

The mayor shall have the power and authority to appoint ad hoc or temporary 
committees made up of councilmembers, city employees, and other persons serving 
the city at the pleasure of the mayor and council, in any combination thereof, for the 
purpose of assisting the mayor in the exercise of his duties as mayor and, in the event 
that the mayor is appointed as acting city manager, for the purpose of assisting the 
mayor while acting in such capacity. The members of such committees shall serve at the 
pleasure of the mayor. The mayor shall have the power to appoint new members to any 
committee at any time. 

• Sec. 2-1014. - Ordinance form; procedures.

(a)

Every proposed ordinance should be introduced in writing and in the form required
for final adoption. The enacting clause shall be "It is hereby ordained by the governing
authority of the City of Cleveland" and every ordinance shall so begin.

(b)

An ordinance may be introduced by the mayor or any councilmember and be
considered at a regular or special meeting of the city council. Ordinances shall be
considered and adopted or rejected by the city council in accordance with the rules
which it shall establish. Upon the first introduction of any ordinance, the clerk shall as
soon as possible distribute a copy to the mayor and to each councilmember and shall
file a reasonable number of copies in the office of the clerk.

• Sec. 2-1015. - Action requiring an ordinance.

The city council shall provide in its rules of procedure those actions that require
adoption of an ordinance to have the force and effect of law and those actions that
may be accomplished by resolution.

• Sec. 2-1016. - Codes of technical regulations.

(a)

The city council may adopt any standard code of technical regulations by reference
thereto in an adopting ordinance. The procedure and requirements governing such
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adopting ordinance shall be as prescribed for ordinances generally except that: (1) the 
requirements of section 2-2014(b) for distribution and filing of copies of the ordinance 
shall be construed to include copies of any code of technical regulations, as well as the 
adopting ordinance; provided, however, that the mayor and councilmembers may 
waive their right to automatically receive copies of the technical regulations adopted 
by the city and instead elect to receive from the clerk such copies of said technical 
regulations as each may individually request from time to time; and (2) a copy of each 
adopted code of technical regulations, as well as the adopting ordinance, shall be 
authenticated and recorded by the clerk pursuant to section 2-1019. 

(b) 

Copies of any adopted code of technical regulations shall be made available by the 
clerk for inspection by the public. 

• Sec. 2-1017. - Voting by mayor and council; signing of ordinances; duties of clerk.

(a)

The mayor shall not vote on any question except in case of a tie among the members
of the council casting votes. No ordinance or resolution adopted by the council shall
become effective until the same shall have been approved by the mayor, unless the
mayor shall fail within three days from its passage to file with the clerk of council his
reasons for refusing to approve said ordinance or resolution. Upon the mayor filing
his reasons for not approving the same, a meeting of the council shall be called for
such time as may be request by a majority of the council at which the clerk shall read
the order of the mayor refusing to approve such ordinance or resolution. A majority of
the council may pass the ordinance or resolution without approval of the mayor. In
the event that no special meeting is called, the clerk shall read the order refusing to
approve any ordinance or resolution at the next regular meeting of the council, which
may then pass the ordinance or resolution as provided above.

(b)

In all cases where an ordinance or resolution has been duly adopted by a majority
vote of the council or the mayor and council, and in all cases in which the mayor and
council, by majority vote, have resolved to act by ordinance or otherwise, it shall be
the duty of the mayor and all councilmembers to sign the ordinance, document, or
instrument evidencing such act so resolved upon.

(c)

It shall be the duty of the city clerk to attest to the signatures of the mayor and
councilmembers and to affix the city seal thereto. If a councilmember abstains from

https://library.municode.com/ga/cleveland/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COOR_APXALOAC_ARTICH_DIV2GOST_S2-1019COINHOOTOF
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voting, said councilmember shall not be required to sign the ordinance, document or 
instrument, and the clerk shall record such abstention. 

• Sec. 2-1018. - Duties of clerk; signing; authenticating; recording; codification;

printing.

(a)

The clerk shall authenticate by the clerk's signature and record in full in a properly
indexed book kept for that purpose, all ordinances adopted by the council. The
codification maintained by such codification service with which the city may have
contracted for ordinance codification services shall be a permissible substitute for
such properly indexed book.

(b)

The city council shall provide for the preparation of a general codification of all the
ordinances of the city having the force and effect of law. The general codification shall
be adopted by the city council by ordinance and shall be published promptly, together
with all amendments thereto and such codes of technical regulations and other rules
and regulations as the city council may specify. This compilation shall be known and
cited officially as "The Code of the City of Cleveland, Georgia." Copies of the code shall
be furnished to all officers, departments, and agencies of the city, and made available
for purchase by the public at a reasonable price as fixed by the city council.

(c)

The city council shall cause each ordinance and each amendment to this charter to be
printed promptly following its adoption, and the printed ordinances and charter
amendments shall be made available for purchase by the public at reasonable prices
to be fixed by the city council. Following publication of the first code under this charter
and at all times thereafter, the ordinances and charter amendments shall be printed
in substantially the same style as the code currently in effect and shall be suitable in
form for incorporation therein. The city council shall make such further arrangements
as deemed desirable with reproduction and distribution of any current changes in or
additions to codes of technical regulations and other rules and regulations included in
the code.

(d)

The city may make the codification available by posting it on the internet.

• Sec. 2-1019. - Conflicts of interest; holding other offices.
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(a) 

Conflict of interest. No elected official, appointed officer, or employee of the city or any 
agency or political entity to which this charter applies shall knowingly: 

(1) 

Engage in any business or transaction, or have a financial or other personal interest, 
direct or indirect, which is incompatible with the proper discharge of that person's 
official duties or which would tend to impair the independence of the official's judgment 
or action in the performance of those official duties; 

(2) 

Engage in or accept private employment, or render services for private interests when 
such employment or service is incompatible with the proper discharge of that person's 
official duties or would tend to impair the independence of the official's judgment or 
action in the performance of those official duties; 

(3) 

Disclose confidential information, including information obtained at meetings which are 
closed pursuant to O.C.G.A. Title 50, Chapter 14, concerning the property, government, 
or affairs of the governmental body by which the official is engaged without proper legal 
authorization; or use such information to advance the financial or other private interest 
of the official or others; 

(4) 

Accept any valuable gift, whether in the form of service, loan, thing, or promise, from 
any person, firm or corporation which to the official's knowledge is interested, directly 
or indirectly, in any manner whatsoever, in business dealings with the governmental 
body by which the official is engaged; provided, however, that an elected official who is 
a candidate for public office may accept campaign contributions and services in 
connection with any such campaign; 

(5) 

Represent other private interests in any action or proceeding against this city or any 
portion of its government; or 

(6) 

Vote or otherwise participate in the negotiation or in the making of any contract with 
any business or entity in which the official has a financial interest. 
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(b) 

Disclosure. Any elected official, appointed officer, or employee who shall have any 
financial interest, directly or indirectly, in any contract or matter pending before or 
within any department of the city shall disclose such interest to the city council. The 
mayor or any councilmember who has a financial interest in any matter pending before 
the city council shall disclose such interest and such disclosure shall be entered on the 
records of the city council, and that official shall disqualify himself or herself from 
participating in any decision or vote relating thereto. Any elected official, appointed 
officer, or employee of any agency or political entity to which this charter applies who 
shall have any financial interest, directly or indirectly, in any contract or matter pending 
before or within such entity shall disclose such interest to the governing body of such 
agency or entity. 

(c) 

Use of public property. No elected official, appointed officer, or employee of the city or 
any agency or entity to which this charter applies shall use property owned by such 
governmental entity for personal benefit or profit but shall use such property only in 
their capacity as an officer or employee of the city. 

(d) 

Contracts voidable and rescindable. Any material violation of this section which occurs 
with the knowledge, express or implied, of an elected official, officer, or employee of 
the city who is a party to a contract with the city shall render said contract voidable at 
the option of the city council. 

(e) 

Ineligibility of elected official. Except where authorized by law, neither the mayor nor 
any councilmember shall hold any other elective or appointive office in the city or 
otherwise be employed by said government or any agency thereof during the term for 
which that official was elected. No former mayor and no former councilmember shall 
hold any appointive office in the city until one year after the expiration of the term for 
which that official was elected. 

(f) 

Political activities of certain officers and employees. No appointive officer of the city 
shall continue in such employment upon qualifying as a candidate for nomination or 
election to any public office. No employee of the city shall continue in such employment 
upon qualifying for or election to any public office in this city or any other public office 
which is inconsistent, incompatible, or in conflict with the duties of the city employee. 
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Such determination shall be made by the mayor and council either immediately upon 
election or at any time such conflict may arise. 

• [DIVISION 3.] - ADMINISTRATIVE AFFAIRS

• Sec. 3-1001. - Administrative and service departments.

(a)

Except as otherwise provided in this charter, the mayor and council, by ordinance, shall
prescribe the functions and duties, and establish, abolish, alter, consolidate or leave
vacant all nonelective offices, positions of employment, departments, and agencies of
the city, as necessary for the proper administration of the affairs and government of
this city.

(b)

However, the mayor and council shall have sole power and authority to appoint,
suspend, supervise, remove, and to set the compensation of and the benefits of the city
clerk, city attorney, judge of the municipal court, city solicitor, and public defender of
the municipal court, engineer, and all department heads, and all members of boards,
commissions, and authorities that the mayor and council have created, or shall create,
or of which the city is a member.

(c)

Except as otherwise provided by this charter or by law, the directors of departments
and other appointed officers of the city shall be appointed solely on the basis of their
respective administrative and professional qualifications. The city manager shall not
appoint, suspend, or remove any city government department head without the prior
approval of the mayor and council. For the purpose of this section, a department head
shall exclude those positions specified in subsection (b) of this section.

(d)

All appointive officers and directors of departments shall receive such compensation as
set by the mayor and council.

(e)

There shall be a director of each department or agency who shall be its principal officer.
Except as noted in subsection (c) of this section, each department director shall, subject



 pg. 27 

to the direction and supervision of the city manager, be responsible for the 
administration and direction of the affairs and operations of that director's department 
or agency. 

(f) 

All persons under the supervision of the city manager, excluding those persons (legal or 
natural) which are identified in subsection (b) of this section, shall be nominated by the 
city manager with confirmation of appointment by the city council. If the manager or 
acting manager fails to make a nomination for a vacant position, the council shall be 
authorized to select such officers or directors. All appointive officers excluding those 
persons (legal or natural) which are identified in subsection (b) of this section, shall be 
employees at-will and subject to removal or suspension at any time by the city manager 
unless otherwise determined by the mayor and city council. The city manager and those 
persons, legal or natural, who are identified in subsection (b) of this section shall serve 
at the pleasure of the mayor and council and be deemed employees at will, unless 
otherwise provided in written agreements between such persons and the mayor and 
council.  

(g) 

The mayor and council may from time to time adopt ordinances which authorize the 
city manager to appoint, suspend, supervise, remove, set the compensation of, or set 
the benefits of (or any combination of such actions), the following: the city attorney, 
judge of the municipal court, city clerk, fire chief, police chief, engineer, building 
inspector, ordinance enforcement officer, finance officer, city solicitor, municipal court 
public defender, and all department heads, and all members of boards, commissions, 
and authorities that the mayor and council may have created, shall create, or of which 
the city is a member (or any condemnation thereof) for such limited periods of time 
which said mayor and council may determine; and the mayor and council may from 
time to time adopt ordinances withdrawing any and all such authorizations give to said 
city manager. 

• Sec. 3-1002. - Boards, commissions, and authorities.

(a)

The mayor and city council shall create by ordinance such boards, commissions, and
authorities to fulfill any investigative, quasi-judicial or quasi-legislative function the city
council deems necessary, and shall by ordinance establish the composition, period of
existence, duties and powers thereof.



 pg. 28 

(b) 

All members of boards, commissions and authorities of the city shall be appointed by 
the mayor and city council for such terms of office and in such manner as shall be 
provided by ordinance, except where other appointing authority, terms of office, or 
manner of appointment is prescribed by this charter or by law. 

(c) 

The mayor and council, by ordinance, may provide for the compensation and 
reimbursement for actual and necessary expenses of the members of any board, 
commission or authority. 

(d) 

Except as otherwise provided by charter or by law, no member of any board, 
commission or authority shall hold any elective office in the city. 

(e) 

Any vacancy on a board, commission or authority of the city shall be filled for the 
unexpired term in the manner prescribed herein for original appointment, except as 
otherwise provided by this charter or by law. 

(f) 

No member of a board, commission or authority shall assume office until that person 
has executed and filed with the clerk of the city an oath obligating such member to 
faithfully and impartially perform the duties of that member's office, such oath to be 
prescribed by ordinance and administered by the mayor. 

(g) 

All board members serve at-will and may be removed at any time by a vote of the city 
council unless otherwise provided by law. The number of votes required to remove a 
board member shall be set by ordinance. 

(h) 

Except as otherwise provided by this charter or by law, each board, commission or 
authority of the city shall elect one of its members as chair and one member as vice-
chair, and may elect as its secretary one of its own members or may appoint as secretary 
an employee of the city. Each board, commission or authority of the city government 
may establish such bylaws, rules and regulations, not inconsistent with this charter, 
ordinances of the city, or law, as it deems appropriate and necessary for the fulfillment 
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of its duties or the conduct of its affairs. Copies of such bylaws, rules and regulations 
shall be filed with the clerk of the city. 

• [DIVISION 4.] - ELECTIONS AND REMOVAL
• Sec. 4-1001. - Applicability of general law.

All primaries and elections shall be held and conducted in accordance with the
Georgia Election Code (O.C.G.A. Title 21, Chapter 2) as now or hereafter amended.

• Sec. 4-1002. - Election of the city council and mayor.

(a)

There shall be a municipal general election biennially in odd-numbered years on the
Tuesday next following the first Monday in November.

(b)

The mayor and two councilmembers shall be elected at one election and every four
years thereafter. The remaining two city council seats shall be elected at the election
alternating with the first election and every four years thereafter so that a continuing
body is created. Terms shall be for four years.

(c)

The city council shall set and publish a qualifying fee for the offices of mayor and
councilmember according to state law, of three percent of the total gross salary
including all supplements authorized by law.

• Sec. 4-1003. - Non-partisan elections.

Political parties shall not conduct primaries for city offices and all names of candidates
for city offices shall be listed without party designations.

• Sec. 4-1004. - Vacancy; filling of vacancies.

(a)

Vacancies. The office of mayor and the office of any councilmember shall become
vacant upon the incumbent's death, resignation, forfeiture of office, or removal from
office.

(b)
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Filling of vacancies. A vacancy in the office of mayor or councilmember shall be filled 
for the remainder of the unexpired term, if any, by appointment by the city council or 
those members remaining if less than six months remains in the unexpired term. If 
such vacancy occurs six months or more prior to the expiration of the term of that 
office, it shall be filled for the remainder of the unexpired term by a special election, in 
accordance with O.C.G.A. Titles 21 and 45, or other such laws as are or may hereafter 
be enacted. 

(c) 

This provision shall also apply to a temporary vacancy created by the suspension from 
office of the mayor or any councilmember. 

• [DIVISION 5.] - ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICERS 

 

• Sec. 5-1001. - City clerk. 

(a) 

The mayor and city council shall appoint a city clerk who shall not be a 
councilmember. The city clerk shall be custodian of the official city seal and city 
records; maintain city council records required by this charter; and perform such 
other duties as may be required by the city council. 

(b) 

In addition to such duties as may be prescribed by the mayor and council or otherwise 
described in this charter, it shall be the duty of the clerk to attend all meetings of the 
council, keep a careful and accurate record of its proceedings, carefully collect all 
revenues due the city except such as the ordinances require to be collected by some 
other officer, and to faithfully account for the same, furnish to the mayor and council 
and the city manager such information as may be requested by any of them, and open 
his or her books at any time to any citizen of the city requesting to see the same. 

• Sec. 5-1002. - City attorney. 

(a) 

The city council shall appoint a city attorney and shall provide for the payment of such 
attorney for services rendered to the city. The city attorney shall be a member in good 
standing with the State Bar of Georgia. 
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The city attorney shall be responsible for providing for the representation and defense 
of the city in all litigation in which the city is a party; shall review such ordinances as may 
be required by the council; may be the prosecuting officer in the municipal court when 
requested by the mayor or directed by the council; shall attend the meetings of the 
council as directed; shall advise the city council, mayor, and other officers and 
employees of the city concerning legal aspects of the city's affairs; and shall perform 
such other duties as may be required by virtue of the person's position as city attorney. 

(b) 

The city attorney is not a public official of the city and does not take an oath of office. 
The city attorney shall at all times be an independent contractor. The city attorney shall 
serve at the pleasure of the city council. A law firm, rather than an individual, may be 
designated as the city attorney. 

• Sec. 5-1003. - Removal of elected officers.

Should the mayor or any member of the council be guilty of malpractice in office,
willful neglect of his office, or abuse of the power conferred on such officer, or guilty
of any other conduct unbecoming such an officer of the City of Cleveland, such officer
shall be subject to impeachment by the mayor and council, and upon conviction, shall
be removed from office.

• Sec. 5-1004. - Bonds for officials.

The officers and employees of this city, both elective and appointive, shall execute
such surety or fidelity bonds in such amounts and upon such terms and conditions as
the city council shall from time to time require by ordinance or as may be provided by
law. The cost of the bond for any officer or employee of the city shall be paid by the
city, from city funds.

• [DIVISION 6.] - PERSONNEL ADMINISTRATION

• Sec. 6-1001. - Personnel policies.

All employees serve at-will and may be removed from office at any time unless 
otherwise provided by ordinance. The city council is authorized to adopt a pay and 
classification plan, which shall be maintained in the office of the clerk. For purposes of 
this section, elected and appointed officers are not considered employees. 
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• [DIVISION 7.] - MUNICIPAL COURT

• Sec. 7-1001. - Creation; name.

There shall be a court to be known as the Municipal Court of the City of Cleveland.

• Sec. 7-1002. - Chief judge; other judges.

(a)

The municipal court shall be presided over by a chief judge and such additional judges
as shall be provided by ordinance.

(b)

No person shall be qualified or eligible to serve as a judge on the municipal court
unless that person shall have attained the age of 21 years and shall possess all
qualifications required by law. All judges shall be appointed by the mayor and city
council and shall serve until a successor is appointed and qualified. Any chief Judge
currently serving, and who has served continuously since June 30, 2011, shall be
deemed to have met the eligibility requirements set forth above.

(c)

Compensation of the judges shall be set by council.

(d)

Judges serve at-will and may be removed from office at any time by the city council
unless otherwise provided by ordinance.

(e)

Before assuming office, each judge shall take an oath, given by the mayor, that the
judge will honestly and faithfully discharge the duties of the office to the best of that
person's ability and without fear, favor or partiality. The oath shall be entered upon
the minutes of the city council journal.

• Sec. 7-1003. - Convening.

The municipal court shall be convened at regular intervals as provided by ordinance.
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• Sec. 7-1004. - Jurisdiction; powers.

(a)

The municipal court shall have jurisdiction and authority to try and punish violations
of this charter, all city ordinances, and such other violations as provided by law.

(b)

The municipal court shall have authority to punish those in its presence for contempt,
provided that such punishment shall not exceed ten days in jail and a fine as
authorized by law.

(c)

The municipal court may fix punishment for offenses within its jurisdiction not
exceeding a fine of $1,000.00 or imprisonment for 180 days or both such fine and
imprisonment or may fix punishment by fine, imprisonment or alternative sentencing
as now, or hereafter provided by law.

(d)

The municipal court shall have authority to establish a schedule of fees to defray the
cost of operation, and shall be entitled to reimbursement of the cost of meals,
transportation, and caretaking of prisoners bound over to superior courts for
violations of state law.

(e)

The municipal court shall have authority to establish bail and recognizances to ensure
the presence of those charged with violations before said court, and shall have
discretionary authority to accept cash or personal or real property as surety for the
appearance of persons charged with violations. Whenever any person shall give bail
for that person's appearance and shall fail to appear at the time fixed for trial, the
bond shall be forfeited by the judge presiding at such time, and an execution issued
thereon by serving the defendant and the defendant's sureties with a rule nisi, at least
two days before a hearing on the rule nisi. In the event that cash or property is
accepted in lieu of bond for security for the appearance of a defendant at trial, and if
such defendant fails to appear at the time and place fixed for trial, the cash so
deposited shall be on order of the judge declared forfeited to the city, or the property
so deposited shall have a lien against it for the value forfeited which lien shall be
enforceable in the same manner and to the same extent as a lien for city property
taxes.

(f)
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The municipal court shall have the same authority as superior courts to compel the 
production of evidence in the possession of any party; to enforce obedience to its 
orders, judgments and sentences; and to administer such oaths as are necessary. 

(g) 

The municipal court may compel the presence of all parties necessary to a proper 
disposal of each case by the issuance of summonses, subpoenas, and warrants which 
may be served as executed by any officer as authorized by this charter or by law. 

(h) 

Each judge of the municipal court shall be authorized to issue warrants for the arrest 
of persons charged with offenses against any ordinance of the city, and each judge of 
the municipal court shall have the same authority as a magistrate of the state to issue 
warrants for offenses against state laws committed within the city. 

• Sec. 7-1005. - Rules for court.

With the approval of the city council, the judge shall have full power and authority to
make reasonable rules and regulations necessary and proper to secure the efficient
and successful administration of the municipal court; provided, however, that the city
council may adopt in part or in toto the rules and regulations applicable to municipal
courts. The rules and regulations made or adopted shall be filed with the city clerk,
shall be available for public inspection.

• Sec. 7-1006. - Certiorari.

The right of certiorari from the decision and judgment of the municipal court shall
exist in all criminal cases and ordinance violation cases, and such certiorari shall be
obtained under the sanction of a judge of the Superior Court of White County under
the laws of the State of Georgia regulating the granting and issuance of writs of
certiorari.

• [DIVISION 8.] - FINANCE

• [Part A.] - Taxation and Fees

• Sec. 8-1001. - Property tax.
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(a) 

All persons and corporations owning property in the City of Cleveland, shall be 
required to make a return under oath, annually, to the board of tax assessors of said 
city, of all their property, real and personal, subject to taxation by said city, as of the 
first day of January of each year; and the books for recording the same shall be 
opened on the first day of January and closed on the first day of April of each year. 
Said property shall be returned by the property owner or his authorized agent, on 
blanks furnished for the purpose, at the fair market value thereof. 

(b) 

The city council may assess, levy, and collect an ad valorem tax on all real and 
personal property within the corporate limits of the city that is subject to such taxation 
by the state and county. This tax is for the purpose of raising revenues to defray the 
costs of operating the city government, of providing governmental services, for the 
repayment of principal and interest on general obligations, and for any other public 
purpose as determined by the city council in its discretion. 

• Sec. 8-1002. - Millage rate; due dates; payment methods.

The city council, by ordinance, shall establish a millage rate for the city property tax, a
due date, and the time period within which these taxes must be paid.

• Sec. 8-1003. - Collection of delinquent taxes and fees.

The city council, by ordinance, may provide generally for the collection of delinquent
taxes, fees, or other revenue due the city by whatever reasonable means as are not
precluded by law. This shall include providing for the dates when the taxes or fees are
due; late penalties or interest; issuance and execution of fi.fa.'s; creation and priority
of liens; making delinquent taxes and fees personal debts of the persons required to
pay the taxes or fees imposed; revoking city permits for failure to pay any city taxes or
fees; and providing for the assignment or transfer of tax executions.

• Sec. 8-1004. - Authority to contract with tax commissioner and county board of
assessors.

The city council may contract with the Tax Commissioner of White County for
preparation of the municipal tax digest, assessment and collection of municipal taxes,
and for collection of delinquent municipal taxes as authorized in general law. The city
may contract with the White County Board of Assessors in lieu of maintaining its own
board of assessors.

• Sec. 8-1005. - Occupation and business taxes.
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The city council by ordinance shall have the power to levy such occupation or business 
taxes as are not denied by law. The city council may classify businesses, occupations 
or professions for the purpose of such taxation in any way which may be lawful and 
may compel the payment of such taxes as provided in section 8-1003. 

• Sec. 8-1006. - Regulatory fees; permits.

The city council by ordinance shall have the power to require businesses or
practitioners doing business within this city to obtain a permit for such activity from
the city and pay a reasonable regulatory fee for such permit as provided by general
law. Such fees shall reflect the total cost to the city of regulating the activity, and if
unpaid, shall be collected as provided in section 8-1003.

• Sec. 8-1007. - Franchises.

(a)

The city council shall have the power to grant franchises for the use of this city's streets
and alleys for the purposes of railroads, street railways, telephone companies, electric
companies, electric membership corporations, cable television and other
telecommunications companies, gas companies, transportation companies and other
similar organizations. The city council shall determine the duration, terms, whether the
same shall be exclusive or nonexclusive, and the consideration for such franchises;
provided, however, no franchise shall be granted for a period in excess of 35 years and
no franchise shall be granted unless the city receives just and adequate compensation
therefor. The city council shall provide for the registration of all franchises with the city
clerk. The city council may provide by ordinance for the registration within a reasonable
time of all franchises previously granted.

(b)

If no franchise agreement is in effect, the city council has the authority to impose a tax
on gross receipts for the use of this city's streets and alleys for the purposes of railroads,
street railways, telephone companies, electric companies, electric membership
corporations, cable television and other telecommunications companies, gas
companies, transportation companies and other similar organizations.

• Sec. 8-1008. - Service charges.

The city council by ordinance shall have the power to assess and collect fees, charges,
assessments, and tolls for sewers, sanitary and health services, or any other services
provided or made available within and without the corporate limits of the city. If
unpaid, such charges shall be collected as provided in section 8-1003. The authority to
collect fees provided in this section is in addition to and not in limitation of any
authority granted by this charter for collection of fees.

https://library.municode.com/ga/cleveland/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COOR_APXALOAC_ARTICH_DIV8FI_PTATAFE_S8-1003CODETAFE
https://library.municode.com/ga/cleveland/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COOR_APXALOAC_ARTICH_DIV8FI_PTATAFE_S8-1003CODETAFE
https://library.municode.com/ga/cleveland/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COOR_APXALOAC_ARTICH_DIV8FI_PTATAFE_S8-1003CODETAFE
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• Sec. 8-1009. - Special assessments.

The city council by ordinance shall have the power to assess and collect the cost of
constructing, reconstructing, widening, or improving any public way, street, sidewalk,
curbing, gutters, sewers, or other utility mains and appurtenances from the abutting
property owners. If unpaid, such charges shall be collected as provided in section 8-
1003. The authority to collect assessments provided in this section is in addition to
and not in limitation of any other authority granted by this charter for collection of
such charges.

• Sec. 8-1010. - Construction; other taxes and fees.

This city shall be empowered to levy any other tax or fee allowed now or hereafter by
law, and the specific mention of any right, power or authority in this article shall not be
construed as limiting in any way the general powers of this city to govern its local
affairs.

• [Part B.] - Borrowing

• Sec. 8-1015. - General obligation bonds.

The city council shall have the power to issue bonds for the purpose of raising revenue
to carry out any project, program, or venture authorized under this charter or the laws
of the state. Such bonding authority shall be exercised in accordance with the laws
governing bond issuance by municipalities in effect at the time said issue is
undertaken.

• Sec. 8-1016. - Revenue bonds.

(a)

Revenue bonds may be issued by the city council as state law now or hereafter
provides. Such bonds are to be paid out of any revenue produced by the project,
program, or venture for which they were issued.

(b) The Cleveland Building Authority was legislatively created in 2021for the purpose of 
providing building and facilities for use by the city and to finance such building and 
facilities by issuance of revenue bonds to be repaid from rentals received by the 
authority from the city. The city may continue to obtain revenue bonds through the 
Cleveland Building Authority, and pay those bonds as rent from any revenue. 

https://library.municode.com/ga/cleveland/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COOR_APXALOAC_ARTICH_DIV8FI_PTATAFE_S8-1003CODETAFE
https://library.municode.com/ga/cleveland/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COOR_APXALOAC_ARTICH_DIV8FI_PTATAFE_S8-1003CODETAFE
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(c) The mayor and council shall have full power and authority to acquire, construct,
reconstruct, improve and extend revenue-producing projects, systems, to maintain
and operate the same, to prescribe, revise, fix and collect rates, fees, tolls and charge
for services, facilities and commodities furnished thereby and, in anticipation of the
collection of revenues, to finance the cost of construction and operation of the same
and to exercise all the powers and authorities authorized by the "revenue bond law."

• Sec. 8-1017. - Short-term loans.

The city may obtain short-term loans and must repay such loans not later than
December 31 of each year, unless otherwise provided by law.

• Sec. 8-1018. - Lease-purchase contracts.

The city may enter into multiyear lease, purchase, or lease purchase contracts for the
acquisition of goods, materials, real and personal property, services, and supplies
provided the contract terminates without further obligation on the part of the
municipality at the close of the calendar year in which it was executed and at the close
of each succeeding calendar year for which it may be renewed. Contracts must be
executed in accordance with the requirements of O.C.G.A. § 36-60-13, or other such
applicable laws as are or may hereafter be enacted.

• [Part C.] - Accounting and Budgeting

• Sec. 8-1025. - Fiscal year.

The city council shall set the fiscal year by ordinance. This fiscal year shall constitute
the budget year and the year for financial accounting and reporting of each and every
office, department, agency and activity of the city government unless otherwise
provided by state or federal law.

• Sec. 8-1026. - Preparation of budgets.

The city council shall provide procedures and requirements for the preparation and
execution of an annual operating budget, a capital improvement plan and a capital
budget, including requirements as to the scope, content and form of such budgets and
plans.

• Sec. 8-1027. - Submission of operating budget to city council.

On or before a date fixed by the city council but not later than 30 days prior to the
beginning of each fiscal year, the city manager shall submit to the city council a
proposed operating budget for the ensuing fiscal year. The budget shall be
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accompanied by a message from the city manager containing a statement of the 
general fiscal policies of the city, the important features of the budget, explanations of 
major changes recommended for the next fiscal year, a general summary of the 
budget, and such other pertinent comments and information. The operating budget 
and the capital budget hereinafter provided for, the budget message, and all 
supporting documents shall be filed in the office of the city clerk and shall be open to 
public inspection. 

• Sec. 8-1028. - Action by city council on budget. 

(a) 

The city council may amend the operating budget proposed by the city manager; 
except, that the budget as finally amended and adopted must provide for all 
expenditures required by state law or by other provisions of this charter and for all 
debt service requirements for the ensuing fiscal year, and the total appropriations 
from any fund shall not exceed the estimated fund balance, reserves, and revenues. 

(b) 

The city council by ordinance shall adopt the final operating budget for the ensuing 
fiscal year not later than the 30th day of June of each year. If the city council fails to 
adopt the budget by this date, the amounts appropriated for operation for the current 
fiscal year shall be deemed adopted for the ensuing fiscal year on a month-to-month 
basis, with all items prorated accordingly until such time as the city council adopts a 
budget for the ensuing fiscal year. Adoption of the budget shall take the form of an 
appropriations ordinance setting out the estimated revenues in detail by sources and 
making appropriations according to fund and by organizational unit, purpose, or 
activity as set out in the budget preparation ordinance adopted pursuant to section 8-
1027. 

(c) 

The amount set out in the adopted operating budget for each organizational unit shall 
constitute the annual appropriation for such, and no expenditure shall be made or 
encumbrance created in excess of the otherwise unencumbered balance of the 
appropriations or allotment thereof, to which it is chargeable. 

(d) 

Nothing contained in this section shall preclude the city from amending its budget so 
as to adapt to changing governmental needs during the budget period. 

• Sec. 8-1029. - Tax levies. 

https://library.municode.com/ga/cleveland/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COOR_APXALOAC_ARTICH_DIV8FI_PTCACBU_S8-1027SUOPBUCO
https://library.municode.com/ga/cleveland/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COOR_APXALOAC_ARTICH_DIV8FI_PTCACBU_S8-1027SUOPBUCO
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The city council shall levy by ordinance such taxes as the city council considers as 
appropriate and necessary to conduct the business and governance of the city. The 
taxes and tax rates set by such ordinances shall be such that reasonable estimates of 
revenues from such levy shall at least be sufficient, together with other anticipated 
revenues, fund balances and applicable reserves, to equal the total amount 
appropriated for each of the several funds set forth in the annual operating budget for 
defraying the expenses of the general government of this city. 

• Sec. 8-1030. - Changes in appropriations.

The city council by ordinance may make changes in the appropriations contained in
the current operating budget, at any regular meeting, special or emergency meeting
called for such purpose.

• Sec. 8-1031. - Capital budget.

(a)

On or before the date fixed by the city council but no later than 30 days prior to the
beginning of each fiscal year, the city manager shall submit to the city council a
proposed capital improvements plan with a recommended capital budget containing
the means of financing the improvements proposed for the ensuing fiscal year. The
city council shall have power to accept, with or without amendments, or reject the
proposed plan and proposed budget. The city council shall not authorize an
expenditure for the construction of any building, structure, work or improvement,
unless the appropriations for such project are included in the capital budget, except to
meet a public emergency as provided in section 2-1016.

(b)

The city council shall adopt by ordinance the final capital budget for the ensuing fiscal
year not later than the 30th day of June of each year. No appropriation provided for in
a prior capital budget shall lapse until the purpose for which the appropriation was
made shall have been accomplished or abandoned; provided, however, the city
manager may submit amendments to the capital budget at any time during the fiscal
year, accompanied by recommendations. Any such amendments to the capital budget
shall become effective only upon adoption by ordinance.

• Sec. 8-1032. - Independent audit.

There shall be an annual independent audit of all city accounts, funds and financial
transactions by a certified public accountant selected by the city council. The audit
shall be conducted according to generally accepted auditing principles. Any audit of
any funds by the state or federal governments may be accepted as satisfying the
requirements of this charter. Copies of annual audit reports shall be available to the

https://library.municode.com/ga/cleveland/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COOR_APXALOAC_ARTICH_DIV2GOST_S2-1016COTERE
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public, upon payment of such costs as required by the Georgia Open Records Law, 
O.C.G.A. § 50-18-70 et seq.

• [Part D.] - Procurement and Property Management

• Sec. 8-1035. - Contracting procedures.

No contract with the city shall be binding on the city unless:

(1)

It is in writing;

(2)

It is drawn by or submitted to and reviewed by the city attorney, and as a matter of
course, is signed by the city attorney to indicate such drafting or review; and

(3)

It is made or authorized by the city council and such approval is entered in the city
council minute book or journal of proceedings pursuant to section 2-1012.

• Sec. 8-1036. - Centralized purchasing.

The city council may by ordinance establish procedures for a system of centralized
purchasing for the city.

• Sec. 8-1037. - Sale and lease of city property.

(a)

The city council may sell, convey, lease, or grant easements and other rights in (or any
combination thereof), any real, personal, or mixed property, or any combination
thereof owned or held by the city for governmental or other purposes as now or
hereafter provided by law.

(b)

The city council may quitclaim any rights it may have in property not needed for public
purposes upon report by the city manager and adoption of a resolution, both finding
that the property is not needed for public or other purposes and that the interest of
the city has no readily ascertainable monetary value.

https://library.municode.com/ga/cleveland/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COOR_APXALOAC_ARTICH_DIV2GOST_S2-1012QUVO
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(c) 

Whenever in opening, extending, or widening any street, avenue, alley, or public place 
of the city, a small parcel or tract of land is cutoff or separated by such work from a 
larger tract or boundary of land owned by the city, the city council may authorize the 
city manager to sell and convey said cut-off or separated parcel or tract of land to an 
abutting or adjoining property owner or owners where such sale and conveyance 
facilitates the enjoyment of city manager the highest and best use of the abutting 
owner's property. Such sales shall be in accordance with the terms of contracts 
between such land owners and the city in accordance with the terms authorized by 
the city council. Each abutting property owner shall be notified of the availability of the 
property and given the opportunity to purchase said property under such terms and 
conditions as set out by ordinance. All deeds and conveyances made in accordance 
with such contracts and so executed and delivered shall convey the interest set forth 
therein, notwithstanding the fact that no public sale after advertisement was made. 

• Sec. 8-1038. – Sale and lease of city property. 

 

(a) The city council may sell and convey, or lease any real or personal property owned or 
held by the city for governmental or other purposes as now or hereafter provided by 
law. 

 
(b) The city council may quitclaim any rights it may have in property not needed for 
public purposes upon report by the city manager and adoption of a resolution, both 
finding that the property is not needed for public or other purposes and that the 
interest of the city has no readily ascertainable monetary value. 

 
(c) Whenever in opening, extending or widening any street, avenue, alley or public place 
of the city, a small parcel or tract of land is cutoff or separated by such work from a 
larger tract or boundary of land owned by the city, the city council may authorize the city 
administer to sell and convey said cut-off or separated parcel or tract of land to an 
abutting or adjoining property owner or owners where such sale and conveyance 
facilitates the enjoyment of the highest and best use of the abutting owner's property. 
Included in the sales contract shall be a provision for the rights-of-way of said street, 
avenue, alley or public place. Each abutting property owner shall be notified of the 
availability of the property and given the opportunity to purchase said property under 
such terms and conditions as set out by ordinance. All deeds and conveyances 
heretofore and hereafter so executed and delivered shall convey all title and 
interest the city has in such property, notwithstanding the fact that no public sale after

 advertisement was or is hereafter made. 

• [Part E.] - General Provisions 
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• Sec. 9-1001. - Prior ordinances.

All ordinances, resolutions, rules, and regulations now in force in the city not
inconsistent with this charter are hereby declared valid and of full effect and force
until amended or repealed by the city council.

• Sec. 9-1002. - Existing personnel and officers.

Except as specifically provided otherwise by this charter, all personnel and officers of
the city and their rights, privileges and powers shall continue beyond the time this
charter takes effect for a period of 90 days before or during which the existing city
council shall pass a transition ordinance detailing the changes in personnel and
appointive officers required or desired and arranging such titles, rights, privileges and
powers as may be required or desired to allow a reasonable transition.

• Sec. 9-1003. - Pending matters.

Except as specifically provided otherwise by this charter, all rights, claims, actions,
orders, contracts, and legal or administrative proceedings shall continue and any such
ongoing work or cases shall be completed by such city agencies, personnel, or offices
as may be provided by the city council.

• Sec. 9-1004. - Construction.

(a)

Section captions in this charter are informative only and are not to be considered as a
part thereof.

(b)

The word "shall" is mandatory and the word "may" is permissive.

(c)

The singular shall include the plural, the masculine shall include the feminine, and vice
versa.

• Sec. 9-1005. - Severability.

If any article, section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, or part thereof of this charter
shall be held to be invalid or unconstitutional, such invalidity or unconstitutionality
shall not affect or impair other parts of this charter unless it clearly appears that such
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other parts are wholly and necessarily dependent upon the part held to be invalid or 
unconstitutional, it being the legislative intent in enacting this charter that each article, 
section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, or part thereof be enacted separately and 
independent of each other. 

• Sec. 9-1006. - Repealer.

An Act incorporating the City of Cleveland in the County of White, approved February
25, 1949 (Ga. L. 1949, p. 1024), is hereby repealed in its entirety and all amendatory
acts thereto are likewise repealed in their entirety. All other laws and parts of laws in
conflict with this charter are hereby repealed.

NOTE: Needs to be revised-this is the language from the previous overhaul*** 

• Sec. 9-1007. - Effective date.

This charter shall become effective on upon approval of the governor or upon its
becoming law without such approval.



Executive Summary-Proposed changes 

• ARTICLE I. - CHARTER[2]  (Page 1)

Original Language 

• Sec. 1-1001. - Incorporation.

This city and the inhabitants thereof, incorporated as the Town of Cleveland in an Act approved 
October 18, 1870 (Ga. L. 1870, p. 182), in an Act approved August 19, 1911 (Ga. L. 1911, p. 962), 
and incorporated as the City of Cleveland in an Act approved February 25, 1949 (Ga. L. 1949, p. 
1024), and any territory subsequently added by annexation and embraced within the corporate 
boundaries together with the inhabitants of such area are reincorporated by the enactment of this 
charter and are hereby constituted and declared a body politic and corporate under the name and 
style City of Cleveland, Georgia, and by that name shall have perpetual succession. 

New language 

• Sec. 1-1001. - Reincorporation.

The City of Cleveland, in White County, and the inhabitants thereof, are reincorporated 
by the enactment of this charter and are hereby constituted and declared a body politic 
and corporate under the name and style of the City of Cleveland, Georgia, and by that 
name shall have perpetual succession. 

Reason: 

New language reflects recent charters signed following 2024 session 

Original Language (Page 2) 

Corporate limits 

(b) 

The city council may provide for the redrawing of any such map by ordinance to reflect lawful 
changes in the corporate boundaries. A redrawn map shall supersede for all purposes the entire 
map or maps which it is designated to replace. 

New language 

(b) 

All future alterations of said map or description, as directed by the council to reflect 
lawful changes in the corporate boundaries, shall be signed by the mayor and city clerk. 
A redrawn map or description shall supercede, for all purposes, the entire map or maps 
and description or descriptions which it is designated to replace. 



Reason: 

New language reflects recent charters signed by Governor Kemp following the 2024 session 

Original Language (Page 3) 

(5) 

Business.regulation.and.taxation¡ To levy and to provide for the collection of regulatory fees and 
taxes on privileges, occupations, trades, and professions as authorized by O.C.G.A. Title 48, or 
other such applicable laws as are or may hereafter be enacted; to permit and regulate the same; to 
provide for the manner and method of payment of such regulatory fees and taxes; and to revoke 
such permits after due process for failure to pay any city taxes or fees; 

New language 

(5) Business regulation and taxation. To levy and to provide for the collection of license
fees, permit fees and taxes on privileges, occupations, trades, and professions as
authorized by O.C.G.A. Title 48, or other such applicable laws as are or may hereafter
be enacted; to license, permit and regulate the same; to provide for the manner and
method of payment of such licenses, permits and taxes; and to revoke such permits
after due process for failure to pay any city taxes or fees or for violations of licensing
regulations;

Reason: 

Consistency of language (i.e. License fees, permit fees, etc…) 

Original Language (Page 3) 

(6) 

Cemeteries. The council shall have jurisdiction over all cemeteries belonging to or located in said 
city, and may provide by ordinance for a public cemetery. It may appoint such employees to 
superintend the care of such public cemeteries established by the city by ordinance as it deems 
proper. It may enact such ordinances to prevent trespass therein and to prevent any person from 
defacing any work therein. It may regulate the charges for grave digging, hearse fees, and any and 
every thing pertaining to the care and operation of such cemeteries as are established by the city by 
ordinance; 

New language 

Cemeteries. The council shall have jurisdiction over all cemeteries belonging to or 
located in said city, and may provide by ordinance for a public cemetery.  It may 
appoint such employees to superintend the care of such public cemeteries established 
by the city by ordinance as it deems proper. It may enact such ordinances to prevent 



trespass therein and to prevent any person from defacing any work therein. It may 
regulate the charges for grave digging, hearse fees, and any and every thing pertaining 
to the care and operation of such cemeteries as are established by the city by 
ordinance.  The Georgia Board of Cemeterians, with the Georgia Secretary of States 
office, is charged by law with regulating the practice of perpetual care cemeteries; 

Reason: 

Confirms that the regulations of perpetual cemeteries are state, and not local, jurisdiction 

Original Language (Pages 5-10) 

Numbering  

*The new charter places proposed and new categories in alphabetical order. This causes
several of the numbers to change in this section

i.e. #17 becomes item #35 

Sentences. To provide that persons given sentences in the city's court may work out such 
sentences in any public works or on the streets, roads, drains and other public property in the city, 
to provide for commitment of such persons to any detention center, to provide for the use of pretrial 
diversion and any alternative sentencing allowed by law, or to provide for commitment of such 
persons to any detention center by agreement with the appropriate county officials; 

Original Language (Page 5) 

(19) 

Municipal.agencies.and.delegation.of.power¡ To create, alter, and abolish departments, boards, 
offices, commissions, and agencies of the city and to confer upon such agencies the necessary 
and appropriate authority for carrying out all the powers conferred upon or delegated to the same; 

(18) 

Municipal agencies and delegation of power. To create, alter, and abolish 
departments, boards, offices, commissions, and agencies of the city and to confer 
upon such departments, boards, offices, commissions, and agencies the necessary 
and appropriate authority for carrying out all the powers conferred upon or delegated 
to the same; 

Reason: 

Mirrors language of first and second phrases 



Original Language (Page 5) 

(20) Municipal.debts¡ To appropriate and borrow money for the payment of debts of the city and to
issue bonds for the purpose of raising revenue to carry out any project, program, or venture
authorized by this charter or the laws of the State of Georgia;

New language 

(19) 

Municipal debts and issuance of bonds.  

To contract debts and issue bonds of said city as the valid obligations of said city, 
under and in accordance with the limitations provided in the Constitution and laws of 
said state, for the purpose of refunding valid and existing debts, establishing, 
improving, and maintaining a water supply system, any other public service or utility 
system, hospitals, or other public buildings, for the paving or otherwise improving of 
city streets or public places, and for any other improvement, convenience, or necessity 
for the use of said city or the citizens thereof, or for any other lawful purpose; 

Reason: 

Explicitly lists the authority to issue bonds; New language reflects recent charters signed by 
Governor Kemp following the 2024 session 

Original Language (Pages 6) 

(21) 

Municipal.property.ownership¡ To acquire, hold (in trust or otherwise), lease, and dispose of any 
real, personal, or mixed property, in fee simple or lesser interest, which property may be located 
inside the corporate limits of the city and to acquire, hold (in trust or otherwise), lease, and dispose 
of any real, personal, or mixed property, in fee simple or lesser interest which property may be 
located outside the corporate limits of the city; 

New language 

Municipal property ownership. To purchase, hold, rent, lease, and receive by gift or 
otherwise, and to enjoy, possess, and retain, temporarily or permanently, any 
property, real or personal, of any kind whatsoever either within or without the 
corporate limits of said city, for corporate purposes; 

Reason: 

New language reflects recent charters signed following 2024 session 

Original Language (Page 6) 

(22)



Municipal.property.protection¡ To establish ordinances, rules, and regulations governing the use, 
preservation, and protection of the real, personal, and mixed property of the city, and the 
administration and use of same by the public; and to prescribe penalties and punishment for 
violations thereof; 

New language 

Municipal property protection.  To provide for the preservation and protection of 
property, real and personal, and the administration and use of same by the public; 
and to prescribe penalties and punishment for violations thereof; 

Reason: 

New language reflects recent charters signed following 2024 session 

Original Language (Page 9) 

(40) 

Taxes¿.Ad.valorem¡ To levy and provide for the assessment, valuation, revaluation, and collection of 
taxes on all property subject to taxation; 

(41) 

Taxes¿.Other¡ To levy and collect such other taxes as may be allowed now or in the future by law; 

New language  

(40) 

Taxes: 

(A) Ad valorem.  To levy and provide for the assessment, valuation, revaluation, 
and collection of taxes on all property subject to taxation; 

(B) Other.  To levy and collect such other taxes as may be allowed now or in the
future by law;

Reason: 

Consolidates “Taxes” into one category 

Original Language (Page 11) 

None. 



New language 

SECTION 1-1009.-Vesting of property owned at time of enactment. 
The title to any property, real or personal, within or without the corporate limits of said 
city, heretofore acquired by the City of Cleveland, with or without proper charter 
authority, is hereby vested in the City of Cleveland created by this charter, the 
acquisition thereof being hereby ratified and made lawful. 

SECTION 1-1010.-Assumption of former debts. 
The City of Cleveland created by this act is hereby made responsible, as a body 
corporate, for all legal undertakings, liabilities, and debts of the former City of Cleveland, 
whether for principal and interest or outstanding bonds, or other contracts or 
indebtedness. 

Reason: 

Needed to reincorporate the City under the new charter; similar to federal and state constitutions; 

New language reflects recent charters signed by Governor Kemp following the 2024 session 

Original Language (Pages 13, 15-18, 21,26-27, 30, 38-40, and 42) 

city administrator 

New language  

city manager 

Reason: 

Better defines role with Mayor and Council; reflective of title of similar size cities in N Georgia 

Original Language (Pages 13 and 14) 

Sec. 2-1003. - Mayor; council; wards; election. 

New language  

Sec. 2-1003. - Mayor; council; districts; election. 

Reason: 

The term district is more prominently used in Georgia rather than “ward”.  Many of the cities our size 
use the term district. 



Original Language (Page 15) 

Before taking office, the city administrator shall furnish a fidelity bond in the amount of 
$100,000.00, conditioned upon the faithful performance of his or her duties, with a corporation 
licensed to do business in this state as a surety. Such bond shall be filed with the city clerk after 
being approved by the mayor and council. The cost of such bond shall be paid by the city from city 
funds. 

New language 

Before taking office, the city manager shall furnish a fidelity bond with a minimum 
amount of $100,000.00, conditioned upon the faithful performance of his or her 
duties, with a corporation licensed to do business in this state as a surety. Such bond 
shall be filed with the city clerk after being approved by the mayor and council. The 
cost of such bond shall be paid by the city from city funds. 

Reason: 

More in line with the current responsibilities of the current position and allows flexibility for a bond 
in the current economic times. 

Original Language (Page 16) 

None: 

• Sec. 2-1007. - Powers and duties of city manager.

New language 

(3) 

Direct and supervise all department heads of the city, but the mayor and council shall have 
power and authority to suspend and remove all department heads of the city and to fix the 
amount of all salaries and other compensation and benefits of such department heads of 
said city. 

Reason: 

Realigns department heads to report directly to the City Manager, but reaffirms the Mayor and 
Council’s ability to suspend, remove and set salaries of those positions; The City Manager is in 
direct communication with Department Heads more frequently and can still relay any concerns or 
requests from individuals on the Council. 

Original Language (Page 16) 



(1) 

Appoint and, when the manager deems it necessary for the good of the city, suspend 
or remove all city employees and administrative officers the manager appoints, except 
as otherwise provided by law or personnel ordinances adopted pursuant to this 
charter. However, the mayor and council shall have the sole power and authority to 
appoint, suspend, supervise and remove, and to set the compensation of and benefits 
of the city attorney, judge of the municipal court, city clerk, fire chief, police chief, 
engineer, building inspector, ordinance enforcement officer, finance officer, and all 
department heads, and all members of boards, commissions, and authorities that the 
mayor and council have created or shall create or of which the city is a member. For 
the purposes of this section, a department head shall include, but not be limited to, 
the city solicitor and the municipal court public defender; 

New language 

Appoint and, when the manager deems it necessary for the good of the city, suspend 
or remove all city employees and administrative officers the manager appoints, except 
as otherwise provided by law or personnel ordinances adopted pursuant to this 
charter. However, the mayor and council shall have sole power and authority to 
appoint, suspend, supervise, remove, and to set the compensation of and the benefits 
of the city clerk, city attorney, judge of the municipal court, city solicitor, and public 
defender of the municipal court, engineer, and all department heads, and all members 
of boards, commissions, and authorities that the mayor and council have created, or 
shall create, or of which the city is a member. 

Reason: 

This simplifies the charter so the Mayor and Council hire (and remove) all appointed 
positions. The City Clerk position should continue to report directly to the Council. The City 
Manager is responsible for day-to-day responsibility of all staff, but only the Mayor and 
Council can terminate department heads. 

Original Language (Page 17) 

Sec. 2-1008. - Removal of city administrator. 

The city council may suspend the administrator for a period not to exceed 45 days, or remove from 
office the administrator, at any time and for any reason which the city council by affirmative vote of 
the majority may determine, upon such terms and conditions as the city council may determine. 

New language 

• Sec. 2-1008. - Removal of city administrator.

The city council may suspend the administrator from office for a period not to exceed
45 days, or remove from office the administrator, at any time and for any reason



which the city council by affirmative vote of the majority may determine, upon such 
terms and conditions as the city council may determine. 

OR 

If the administrator has a contract in place, the Council may refer to the terms of the 
contract. 

Reason: 

If a different arrangement is in place with a contract, the Council should have the option of 
following the contract. 

The mayor shall have the power and authority to appoint ad hoc or temporary committees 
made up of councilmembers, city employees, and other persons serving the city at the 
pleasure of the mayor and council, in any combination thereof, for the purpose of assisting 
the mayor in the exercise of his duties as mayor and, in the event that the mayor is appointed 
as acting city manager, for the purpose of assisting the mayor while acting in such capacity. 

Reason: 

This clarifies the intention of the previous charter. The Mayor has authority to select and remove at 
will all temporary committees. Any commissions, authorities and other standing or permanent 
entities are determined by charter, ordinances or bylaws. 

Original Language (Page 26) 

(b) 

The mayor and council shall have sole power and authority to appoint, suspend, 
supervise, remove, and to set the compensation of and the benefits of the city attorney, 
judge of the municipal court, city solicitor, and public defender of the municipal court, 
city clerk, finance officer, chief of police, fire chief, public works director, engineer, 
building inspector, ordinance enforcement officer, and all department heads, and all 
members of boards, commissions, and authorities that the mayor and council have 
created, or shall create, or of which the city is a member. 

New language 

(b) 

The mayor and council shall have sole power and authority to appoint, suspend, 
supervise, remove, and to set the compensation of and the benefits of the city clerk, 
city attorney, judge of the municipal court, city solicitor, and public defender of the 



municipal court, engineer, and all department heads, and all members of boards, 
commissions, and authorities that the mayor and council have created, or shall create, 
or of which the city is a member. 

Reason: 

The intent of the previous charter was to allow the Mayor and Council to select the appointed and 
director positions at that time. The new language reflects the current organizational structure and 
the new proposed language on page 16 

Original Language (Page 27) 

(f) 

(b) of this section, shall be nominated by the city administrator with confirmation of
appointment by the city council. If the administrator or acting administrator fails to make a
nomination for a vacant position, the council shall be authorized to select such officers or
directors. All appointive officers excluding those persons (legal or natural) which are
identified in subsection (b) of this section, shall be employees at-will and subject to removal
or suspension at any time by the city administrator unless otherwise determined by the
mayor and city council. Those persons, legal or natural, who are identified in subsection (b) of
this section shall serve at the pleasure of the mayor and council and be deemed employees at
will, unless otherwise provided in written agreements between such persons and the mayor
and council. Said city administrator shall serve at the pleasure of the mayor and council and
be deemed an employee at will unless otherwise provided in a written agreements between
said city administrator and said mayor and council.

New language 

(f) 

(b) of this section, shall be nominated by the city manager with confirmation of appointment by the
city council. If the administrator or acting administrator fails to make a nomination for a vacant
position, the council shall be authorized to select such officers or directors. All appointive officers
excluding those persons (legal or natural) which are identified in subsection (b) of this section, shall
be employees at-will and subject to removal or suspension at any time by the city administrator
unless otherwise determined by the mayor and city council. The City Manager and those persons,
legal or natural, who are identified in subsection (b) of this section shall serve at the pleasure of the
mayor and council and be deemed employees at will, unless otherwise provided in written
agreements between such persons and the mayor and council.

Reason: 



Avoids redundance. The Mayor and the Department Heads serve at the pleasure of the Mayor and 
Council; doesn’t need 2 sentences to say the exact same thing. 

Original Language (Page 30) 

• Sec. 5-1001. - City clerk.

(a) 

The mayor and city council shall appoint a city clerk and treasurer who shall not be a 
councilmember. The city clerk shall be custodian of the official city seal and city records; maintain 
city council records required by this charter; and perform such other duties as may be required by 
the city council. 

New language 

(a) 

The mayor and city council shall appoint a city clerk who shall not be a 
councilmember. The city clerk shall be custodian of the official city seal and city 
records; maintain city council records required by this charter; and perform such 
other duties as may be required by the city council. 

Reason: 

This is already our established practice. The treasurer is now our Finance Director. This position 
reports to the City Administrator and is not a department head. 

Original Language (Page 31) 

• Sec. 5-1002. - City attorney.

(a) 

The city council shall appoint a city attorney and shall provide for the payment of such attorney for 
services rendered to the city.  

New language 

(a) 

The city council shall appoint a city attorney and shall provide for the payment of such 
attorney for services rendered to the city. The city attorney shall be a member in good 
standing with the State Bar of Georgia. 

Reason: 



This provides minimum qualifications for the position of City Attorney. 

Original Language (Page 32) 

• Sec. 7-1002. - Chief judge; other judges.

(a) 

The municipal court shall be presided over by a chief judge and such additional judges as shall be 
provided by ordinance. 

(b) 

No person shall be qualified or eligible to serve as a judge on the municipal court unless that 
person shall have attained the age of 21 years, shall be a member of the State Bar of Georgia, and 
shall possess all qualifications required by law. All judges shall be appointed by the mayor and city 
council and shall serve until a successor is appointed and qualified. 

New language 

(b) 

No person shall be qualified or eligible to serve as a judge on the municipal court 
unless that person shall have attained the age of 21 years and shall possess all 
qualifications required by law. All judges shall be appointed by the mayor and city 
council and shall serve until a successor is appointed and qualified. Any chief Judge 
currently serving, and who has served continuously since June 30, 2011, shall be 
deemed to have met the eligibility requirements set forth above. 

Reason: 

The new language acknowledges a Georgia law and common practice the “grandfathers” current 
serving municipal court judges. 

Original Language (Page 38) 

None 

New language  

• Sec. 8-1016. - Revenue bonds.

(b) The Cleveland Building Authority was legislatively created in 2021for the purpose of 
providing building and facilities for use by the city and to finance such building and 
facilities by issuance of revenue bonds to be repaid from rentals received by the 
authority from the city. The city may continue to obtain revenue bonds through the 
Cleveland Building Authority, and pay those bonds as rent from any revenue. 

Reason: 



The new language acknowledges the creation of the Cleveland Building Authority that was 
legislatively created in 2021. 

Original Language (Page 38) 

• Sec. 8-1026. - Preparation of budgets.

The city council shall provide an ordinance on the procedures and requirements for the preparation 
and execution of an annual operating budget, a capital improvement plan and a capital budget, 
including requirements as to the scope, content and form of such budgets and plans. 

New language 

• Sec. 8-1026. - Preparation of budgets.

The city council shall provide procedures and requirements for the preparation and
execution of an annual operating budget, a capital improvement plan and a capital
budget, including requirements as to the scope, content and form of such budgets and
plans.

Reason: 

Allows the Mayor and Council to provide procedures and requirements by other legitimate means 
other than by ordinance; this language mirrors other charters passed in the 2024 legislative 
session. 

Original Language (Pages 42 and 43) 

• Sec. 8-1038. - Sale of unneeded property.

The mayor and council shall have power and authority to sell any property belonging to said city 
which shall have become unnecessary and useless for city purposes and to make good and 
sufficient title to the purchaser. The mayor and council shall pass a resolution and include a 
statement to such effect in the official minutes and may sell such property either at public or 
private sale. 

New language 

• Sec. 8-1038. – Sale and lease of city property.

(a) The city council may sell and convey, or lease any real or personal property owned or
held by the city for governmental or other purposes as now or hereafter provided by
law.



(b) The city council may quitclaim any rights it may have in property not needed for
public purposes upon report by the city manager and adoption of a resolution, both
finding that the property is not needed for public or other purposes and that the
interest of the city has no readily ascertainable monetary value.

(c) Whenever in opening, extending or widening any street, avenue, alley or public place
of the city, a small parcel or tract of land is cutoff or separated by such work from a
larger tract or boundary of land owned by the city, the city council may authorize the city
administer to sell and convey said cut-off or separated parcel or tract of land to an
abutting or adjoining property owner or owners where such sale and conveyance
facilitates the enjoyment of the highest and best use of the abutting owner's property.
Included in the sales contract shall be a provision for the rights-of-way of said street,
avenue, alley or public place. Each abutting property owner shall be notified of the
availability of the property and given the opportunity to purchase said property under
such terms and conditions as set out by ordinance. All deeds and conveyances
heretofore and hereafter so executed and delivered shall convey all title andvinterest
the city has in such property, notwithstanding the fact that no public sale after
advertisement was or is hereafter made.

Reason: 

The new language broadens the options and opportunities for the City to release property; this 
language mirrors other charters passed in the 2024 legislative session. 

Original Language (Pages 42 and 43) 

An Act incorporating the City of Cleveland in the County of White, approved February 25, 1949 
(Ga. L. 1949, p. 1024), 

New language 

NOTE: Needs to be revised-this is the language from the previous overhaul*** 

Affirm Language 

(page 20) 

(c) 

Under circumstances necessitated by emergency conditions involving public safety or 
the preservation of property or public services, the council may meet by means of 
teleconference so long as the notice required by section 2-1012 is provided and means 
are afforded for the public to have simultaneous access to the teleconference meeting. 
On any other occasion of a council meeting, and so long as a quorum is present in 

https://library.municode.com/ga/cleveland/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COOR_APXALOAC_ARTICH_DIV2GOST_S2-1012QUVO


person, the mayor or a councilmember may participate by teleconference if necessary 
due to reasons of health or absence from the city so long as notice is provided and 
public access is provided. Absent emergency conditions or the written opinion of a 
physician or other health professional that reasons of health prevent the mayor's or a 
councilmember's physical presence, the mayor or a councilmember shall not participate 
by teleconference pursuant to this subsection more than twice in one calendar year. 

(page 21) 

(b) 

The mayor shall have the power and authority to appoint committees made up of 
councilmembers, city employees, and other persons serving the city at the pleasure of 
the mayor and council, in any combination thereof, for the purpose of assisting the 
mayor in the exercise of his duties as mayor and, in the event that the mayor is 
appointed as acting city administrator, for the purpose of assisting the mayor while 
acting in such capacity. The members of such committees shall serve at the pleasure of 
the mayor. The mayor shall have the power to appoint new members to any committee 
at any time. 



RESOLUTION 2025-07 

A RESOLUTION BY THE CITY OF CLEVELAND, GA TO PROHIBIT 
NEW SMOKE/VAPE SHOPS IN THE CITY THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 
2025, WHILE THE CITY COMPLETES A COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW 
AND AMENDMENTS OF ITS ZONING AND LAND USE REGULATIONS 

WHEREAS, the City of Cleveland established a prohibition of new smoke/vape 
shops in the City of Cleveland through February 5, 2025; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Cleveland engaged in the process of assessing and 
reevaluating its various land use controls and its zoning ordinance; and 

WHEREAS, the additional requirements and improvements from the 
comprehensive overhaul necessitate that the City's land use and zoning overhaul 
will continue to be revised and improved through September 30, 2025; and 

WHEREAS, recent actions by the Georgia legislature and the Federal Drug 
Administration continue to substantially change the business and environment around 
tobacco and nicotine products; and  

WHEREAS, there are already multiple businesses within the City and White County that 
are authorized to sell tobacco and nicotine products; and 

WHEREAS, the  Mayor and Council deems the current number of businesses more 
than adequate to meet any legitimate need for these products and that any 
additional such business would potentially saturate the market and detract from the 
City's plans for a well-balanced commercial district with a variety of services and 
products for sale. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor  and Council of the 
City of  Cleveland as follows: 

1. "Smoke/Vape Shop" as used herein as defined as any retail business that sells
tobacco products including but not limited to cigarettes, cigars or similar
products, vaporizers, liquids that are inhaled through a vaporizer, or any
product containing nicotine.

2. A moratorium on new Smoke/Vape Shops is hereby extended throughout
the City of Cleveland beginning immediately and continuing through 11:59
p.m. on September 30, 2025.

3. During this period of moratorium, the City shall not issue any new business
license to any establishment that meets the definition of a Smoke/Vape
Shop as defined herein.

4. This Resolution shall remain in effect until September 30, 2025, or until



such time as it is removed or modified by resolution of the City of 
Cleveland Council. 

SO RESOLVED, this 13th day of January 2025. 

_____________________________________ _____________________________________ 
Josh Turner Mayor Jeremy McClure Council Member 

Ward 3 

_____________________________________ _____________________________________ 
Nan Bowen Council Member C.J. McDonald Council Member 

Ward 1 Ward 4 

ATTEST: 
_____________________________________ _____________________________________ 
Annie Sutton Council Member Lisa A. Ritchie City Clerk 

Ward 2 



RESOLTION 2025-01 
AMENDING THE EXISTING ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE ORDINANCE, CHAPTER 4 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES, AND ADOPTING THE PROPOSED AMENDED ORDINANCE 
FOR THE CITY OF CLEVELAND, GEORGIA  

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Cleveland desire to amend the City of Cleveland 
Alcoholic Beverage Ordinance, heretofore adopted, so as to amend the City of Cleveland’s Downtown 
Economic District area, Chapter 4, Sections 4.4, and 4.82 of the city code; and, 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Cleveland conducted readings during the City Council Meetings 
on January 6, 2025 and January 13, 2025 with consideration for amending the existing Official Code of the City 
of Cleveland, Chapter 4 Alcoholic Beverage Ordinance, with the Adoption of the amended Official Code of 
the City of Cleveland, Chapter 4 Alcoholic Beverage at the January 13, 2024 Meeting; and 

WHEREAS, the downtown economic district is the economic engine of the City of Cleveland and; 

WHEREAS, this proposed amendment is for current growth patterns; and  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City of Cleveland City Council, the current City of 
Cleveland Alcoholic Beverage Ordinance, Chapter 4, Sections 4.4, and 4.82 is hereby amended, a copy of 
which is attached hereto as Exhibit "A" and made a part hereof by reference. 

The new version of the City of Cleveland Alcoholic Beverage Ordinance shall be effective upon adoption. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the previous Alcoholic Beverage Ordinance currently in effect and 
inconsistent with the amendment hereby defined in Exhibit A is voided. 

This amendment adopted this 13th day of January 2025. 

_____________________________________ _____________________________________ 
Josh Turner Mayor Jeremy McClure Council Member 

Ward 3 

_____________________________________ _____________________________________ 
Nan Bowen Council Member C.J. McDonald Council Member 

Ward 1 Ward 4 

ATTEST: 
_____________________________________ _____________________________________ 
Annie Sutton Council Member Lisa A. Ritchie City Clerk 

Ward 2 



Attachment 1 – Downtown Economic District 













CITY OF CLEVELAND MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
CLEVELAND, GEORGIA 

2025 APPOINTMENTS 
RESOLUTION 2025-00 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and the City Council of the City of Cleveland desire that representatives of the City 
of Cleveland be appointed to fill the appointed positions identified in the Charter of the City of Cleveland 
and elsewhere, and to fill positions in local, regional, and state boards and bodies, in order to serve the 
interests of the City of Cleveland, representatives may be local citizens, elected or appointed officials, or 
staff of the City of Cleveland, or any combination thereof; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor or in absence of the Mayor the Mayor Pro Tem, and the City Council of the City of 
Cleveland are tasked, annually, to review the list of such appointed persons and to appoint persons to 
represent the City of Cleveland in such positions; and 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Mayor or in absence of the Mayor the Mayor Pro Tem, and 
the City Council of the City of Cleveland deem it appropriate and in the best interest of the City of 
Cleveland to appoint the persons listed in the Exhibit “A” attached hereto and incorporated herein by 
reference, to fill the positions during the annual term for the year 2025, unless the term of such appointed 
person is sooner terminated by action of the Mayor or in absence of the Mayor, the Mayor Pro Tem, and the 
City Council of the City of Cleveland. 

THIS RESOLUTION IS HEREBY ADOPTED this 13th day of January 2025. 

_____________________________________ ___________________ __________________ 
Josh Turner Mayor Jeremy McClure Council Member 

Ward 3 

_____________________________________ ___________________ __________________ 
Nan Bowen Council Member C.J. McDonald Council Member 

Ward 1 Ward 4 

ATTEST: 
_____________________________________ _____________________________________ 
Annie Sutton Lisa A. Ritchie City Clerk Council Member 

Ward 2 
 



CITY OF CLEVELAND 
2025 APPOINTMENTS 

EXHIBIT “A” 

Planning and Zoning Board 
Nadine Wardenga – Chair / appointed 02/04/2013 
Ward 1 – Nan Bowen Ward 2 – Annie Sutton 
Board Member Date Appointed Board Member Date Appointed 
Aaron Greene - Proposed 1/13/2025 Valerie Mateen 11/06/2023 
Rush Mauney 11/7/2022 Henrietta Sutton - Proposed 01/13/2025 

Ward 3 – Jeremy McClure Ward 4 – CJ McDonald 
Board Member Date Appointed Board Member Date Appointed 
Alan Boggs 01/10/2022 Terry Goodger 01/13/2025 
Jeff Groves 05/11/2009 Michelle Ash 01/10/2022 

TREE CITY USA 
At Large – Nathan Eason (appointed by mayor) 
Ward 1 – Nan Bowen Ward 2 – Annie Sutton 
Board Member Date Appointed Board Member Date Appointed 
Nan Bowen 01/07/2019 VACANT 01/04/2021 

Ward 3 – Jeremy McClure Ward 4 – CJ McDonald 
Board Member Date Appointed Board Member Date Appointed 
Julia Massingale 01/03/2022 Haley McDonald 1-9-2023

Other Boards 

Library Board Housing Authority 
Board Member Date Appointed Board Member Date Appointed 
Nan Bowen 01/10/2023 Barbara Goodger Re-appointed 

6/5/2023 
Reappointed annually Linda Dixon 6/19/2023 

Health Department Georgia Mountains 
Regional Commission 

Board Member Date Appointed Board Member Date Appointed 
Nadine Wardenga 01/03/2005 Nan Bowen Appointed by 

county 07/13/21 
Lauren Williams, At Large 
(private sector) 

6/10/2024 

WC Water Authority 
Josh Turner 05/01/2023 

CITY OF CLEVELAND 



2024 APPOINTMENTS 
EXHIBIT “A” 

Downtown Development Authority 

Board Member Date Appointed Board Member Date Appointed 
Todd Marks 01/10/2022 Kevin Lin 10/2/2023 
Sam Pelletier 2006 Ward Gann 2018 
Gary Adkins 2018 Terry Goodger 2006 
Haley Thomas 11/4/2024 

Alcohol License Review Board 
At Mayor and Council’s discretion 

Board Member Date Appointed Alternate Date Appointed 
Ken Payne 11/4/2024 VACANT 
Charles Massingale 7/10/2023 
Jesse Harkins 7/20/2023 

Building Authority 
Board Member Date Appointed Term Limit 
Josh Turner, Mayor/Council Member Appointee 09/09/2021 Thru elected office term 
CJ McDonald, Mayor/Council Member Appointee 01/10/2022 Thru elected office term 
Jeff Groves, Planning & Zoning Board Appointee 
to fill the term of Linda Hobbs 

11/4/2024 Four-Year Term 
(9/8/2025) 

Garrett Herold, At-large Appointee 5/18/2024 Four-Year Term 
Bradley McDuffie, At-large Appointee  01/16/2024 Four-Year Term 

City Appointments 
City Administrator Kevin Harris 
City Clerk / Human Resource / 
Municipal Election Superintendent 

Lisa Ritchie 

Economic Development and 
Planning Director 

Tom O’Bryant 

Police Chief Jeffery Shoemaker 
Fire Chief Ricky Pruitt 
Public Works Director Ricky Hunt 
City Attorney Keith J. Whitaker, Smith Gilliam Williams & Miles  
Municipal Judge Garrison Baker – by contract 
City Solicitor Staff of DA Jeff Langley 
City Public Defender Todd Lord 
City Engineer Brian Rindt* 
City Auditor Walker, Pierce & Tuck* 
* Current but subject to state procurement laws



CITY OF CLEVELAND 
2024 APPOINTMENTS 

EXHIBIT “A” 

Mayor and City Council Appointments 

Nan Bowen, 
Ward 1 

Administration / Fire Dept / Family Connections / Tree City USA / GA. Mountain 
Regional Commission 

Annie Sutton, 
Ward 2 

Police Dept. / Public Works / Tree City USA / Mayor Pro Tem 

CJ McDonald, 
Ward 4 

Administration / Police Dept. 

Jeremy McClure, 
Ward 3 

Public Works / Fire Dept. 

Josh Turner, 
Mayor 

White County Health Department/ Police Dept./ Fire Dept./ Public Works/ 
Administration 









Cleveland City Council 
Meeting Minutes 

Monday, January 6, 2025 - 6:30 P.M. 
Oak Springs Community Center/Police Department 

342 Campbell Street, Cleveland, GA 

1. Call to Order

Mayor Turner called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

PRESENT: 

Mayor Josh Turner, Council Members Nan Bowen, Annie Sutton, Jeremy McClure 
(Mayor Pro Tem), and C.J. McDonald  

Also present were City Administrator Kevin Harris, City Attorney Keith Whitaker, and 
City Clerk Lisa Ritchie 

Mayor Turner called for a moment of silence to honor Ms. Judy Lovell. 

2. Invocation –Lead Pastor Patrick Ballington, The Bridge Church, and White
County Ministerial Alliance

3. Pledge of Allegiance

4. Approve Agenda

Motion by Council Member McClure, seconded by Council Member McDonald, and 
voted, unanimously, to approve the agenda with the following amendments: 

• Correction to item #6 – FY2023/2024 Audit Report rather than FY2025/2026
• Tabeling of the item #7 - appointments
• Renumbering of current numbers 8 through 22 to 7 through 21
• Add personnel as a discussion item on number 21

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

There were no comments from the public. 

PUBLIC HEARING 

5. First Public Hearing – Resolution 2025-06 - New Charter



Mayor Turner opened the Public Hearing. 

Mr. Harris stated the intent to publicize for introduction to the Georgia General 
Assembly.  He discussed that the original Charter was created in 1949 and 
reincorporated though a new Charter in 2013. 

There were no comments from the public. 

Mayor Turner closed the Public Hearing. 

NEW BUSINESS 

6. FY20253/20264 Audit - Wayne Tuck, Walker Pierce & Tuck

Mr. Tuck addressed the Mayor and Council.  He gave a very positive report. 

7. Resolution 2025-00 - Setting 2025 Annual Appointments

This item was tabled during the adoption of the agenda. 

7. First Reading - Resolution 2025-01 - Amending the Alcoholic Beverage
Ordinance - Downtown Economic District

Planning & Zoning and Economic Development Director Tom O’Bryant addressed the 
Mayor and Council.  He stated that the amendment defines the inside square area of 
the City of Cleveland, renaming it to Downtown Economic District. 

8. Ratify Resolution 2025-02 to become a member of the Georgia Interlocal Risk
Management Agency (GIRMA) and participate in one or more of GIRMA’s funds
(Georgia Municipal Association-Georgia First Responder Post Traumatic Stress
Disorder Benefit Program)

9. Ratify Georgia Interlocal Risk Management Agency (GIRMA) Amended and
Restated Intergovernmental Contract, Fund Participation Election, and Member
Representative

Ms. Ritchie addressed the Mayor and Council.  She stated that both items 8 and 9 are 
legal agreements that allow the city to join Georgia Interlocal Risk Management 
Agency for the purpose of participating with Georgia Municipal Association’s (GMA) 
PTSD insurance program.  She stated that the mayor and Council approved utilizing 
GMA/GIRMA’s PTSD insurance for the, non-funded, state mandate to provide PTSD 
insurance to first responders. 

Motion by Council Member McDonald, seconded by Council Member Sutton, and 
voted, unanimously, to approve both items 8 and 9 and to appoint Lisa Ritchie to 
serve as the member representative. 



10. Ratify Authorization to apply to the Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program (AFG) Program for funding
assistance for the purchase of a mini pumper

Motion by Council Member McClure, seconded by Council Member McDonald, and 
voted, unanimously, to approve the ratification of authorization to apply to the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Assistance to Firefighters Grant 
Program (AFG) Program for funding assistance for the purchase of a mini pumper    

11. Ratify authorization to engage with JMCM Consulting for the FEMA AFG
Program

Mr. Harris stated that there is no cost to the city unless the grant is awarded. 

Motion by Council Member McDonald, seconded by Council Member Bowen, and 
voted, unanimously, to approve the ratification for authorization to engage with 
JMCM Consulting for the FEMA AFG Program. 

12. Resolution 2024-30 – Mayor and Council Compensation

Mr. Harris stated that the last time the Mayor and Council Members’ compensation 
was increased was in 1999.   

Motion by Council Member Sutton, seconded by Council Member McClure, and voted, 
unanimously, to table item 12 until the February 3, 2025 Meeting. 

13. White County Water Authority wheelage adjustment

Mayor Turner discussed the wheelage adjustment.  He stated that $25,570 is due to 
the Water Authority and $12,193 is due to the city. He said the White County Water 
Authority requested that the amounts be contributed to the capital fund for the 
treatment plant.  He stated a counteroffer for 50% of the due to of each be provided 
to the capital fund and the remaining 50% be provided to the responsible 
government.  The split between the two would be as follows:   

CITY:  $6,096.50 to capital fund and $6,096 to the city 
WHITE COUNTY WATER AUTHORITY:  $12,785 to capital fund and $12,785 to the 
White County Water Authority 

Motion by Council Member Bowen, seconded by Council Member Sutton, and voted, 
unanimously, to split the difference with the Water Authority, this year only, and 
provide 50% of funds due to the City of Cleveland to the treatment plant as long as 
the Water Authority provides their 50% as well. 

14. Annual readoption of Rules of Decorum

Mr. Harris stated that minor changes have been made to the previous Rules of 
Decorum. 



Motion by Council Member McClure, seconded by Council Member Sutton, and voted, 
unanimously, to approve the annual readoption of the Rules of Decorum 

15. Resolution 2025-05 - Amendments to the Personnel Policy

Mr. Harris discussed the proposed amendments. 

 Motion by Council Member McClure, seconded by Council Member McDonald, and 
voted, unanimously, to approve Resolution 2025-05 amending the personnel policy 
with scrivener errors corrected.  

16. Policy and Plan for Civil Rights and Civil Liberties – Accessibility of City Services
and Facilities to the Public

Mr. O’Bryant addressed the Mayor and Council Members.  He stated that the policy 
and plan is a requirement in conjunction with the city being awarded with the grant 
monies for the ladder truck. 

Motion by Council Member McClure, seconded by Council Member Bowen, and 
voted, unanimously, to approve the Policy and Plan for Civil Rights and Civil Liberties – 
Accessibility of City Services and Facilities to the Public   

17. Approve Called Meeting/Meeting Minutes
• December 2, 2024 Meeting Minutes

Motion by Council Member McDonald, seconded by Council Member Bowen, and 
voted, unanimously, to approve the December 2, 2024 Meeting Minutes 

18. Approve Executive Session Minutes
• December 2, 2024 Executive Session Minutes

Motion by Council Member Bowen, seconded by Council Member Sutton, and voted, 
unanimously, to approve the December 2, 2024 Executive Session Minutes 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR KEVIN HARRIS 

19. HB 581 Update

Mr. Harris stated that the City of Cleveland will no hold Public Hearings, therefore, 
HB581 went into effect on January 1, 2025. 

CITY ATTORNEY KEITH WHITAKER 

Mr. Whitaker did not have any items to report. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Ms. Ritchie gave the announcements. 



20. Upcoming calendar items:
• White County Water Authority Meeting - Thursday, January 9, 2025, at

7:30 a.m. at the White County Water Authority
• Cleveland City Council Meeting - Monday, January 13, 2025, at 6:30 p.m.

at the Oak Springs Community Center/Police Department
• Downtown Development Authority Meeting - Thursday, January 16, 2025,

at 3:00 p.m. at the White County Chamber of Commerce
• City of Cleveland offices will be closed on Monday, January 20, 2025 in

observance of the Martin Luther King Jr. holiday
• Planning & Zoning Meeting – Thursday, January 23, 2025, at 6:30 p.m. at

the Oak Springs Community Center/Police Department
• Building Authority Meeting – Tuesday, January 28, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. at

the Oak Springs Community Center/Police Department

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Motion by Council Member McClure, seconded by Council Member Sutton and voted, 
to enter an Executive Session at 7:51 p.m. 

21. Discussion regarding Real Estate, and Personnel (added during the adoption of
the agenda)

Motion by Council Member McClure, seconded by Council Member Bowen and voted, 
to enter an Executive Session at 9:33 p.m. 

Council Member McDonald opened the door to allow citizens to return to the regular 
meeting.  There were no citizens waiting to return to the meeting. 

ADJOURN 

Motion by Council Member McClure, seconded by Council Member Bowen and voted, 
unanimously, to adjourn the Meeting of January 6, 2025, at 9:34 p.m. 
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